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GOLD  AND  THE  GOSPEL. 

Wpien  we  use  the  word  gold  here,  we  mean  by  it  all  the  plea- 
sures, profits,  and  honors  of  the  world,  as  all  these  may  very  ap- 
propriately be  classed  under  the  name  gold.  And  under  the  name 
Gospel  we  would  include  all  the  means  of  grace,  that  God  in  his 
mercy  has  given  us  in  the  Church  militant.  Now  to  draw  a com- 
parison between  these  two  things,  and  the  influence  they  have  on 
the  mind  and  actions  of  the  professed  Christian  (for  we  will  not 
say  anything  about  the  men  of  the  world),  will  be  the  purpose  of 
a few  lines  from  your  friend,  and  if  you  deem  them  worthy  of  a 
place  in  the  Banner,  you  can  publish  accordingly. 

I.  Gold  is  necessary  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel.  God,  in  his 
holy  and  wise  providence,  could  by  a miracle  if  he  saw  proper  carry 
the  Gospel  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  convert  the  whole  world. 
But  this  is  not  his  general  way  of  working ; he  works  by  means, 
and  the  offerings  of  his  people  is  that  whereby  he  will  extend  his 
glorious  Crospel  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  that  whereby  he  will 
bring  down  the  power  and  dominion  of  all  his  enemies,  and  plant 
the  blood-stained  banner  of  the  cross  in  every  land  and  every  clime. 
How  important,  then,  it  is  for  all  of  God’s  people  to  consider  this, 
that  by  their  offerings,  God  is  to  be  glorified  in  the  spread  of 
his  glorious  Gospel  throughout  the  habitable  earth.  If  Chris- 
tians would  only  consider  this,  there  would  be  no  more  necessity  of 
call  after  call,  appeal  after  appeal,  for  money  to  send  missionaries 
to  the  heathen  or  the  destitute  in  our  own  land.  0 no,  the  treasuries 
of  the  Church  would  be  full,  yes,  full  to  overflowing.  They  would 
consider  all  they  have  belongs  to  God,  and  it  should  all  go  at  his 
command,  and  for  his  glory  in  the  salvation  of  the  lost  and  ruined 
race^of  mankind ; at  least  they  would  take  the  Lord  at  his  word, 
when  he  says  to  them,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet,  ‘‘  Bring  ye 
all  the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may  be  meat  in  my 
house,  and  prove  me  now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  if  I 
will  not  open  you  the  windows  of  heaven  and  pour  you  out  a bless- 
ing, that  there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it.”  But  as 
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this  has  been,  and  can  be  treated  by  abler  hands,  I will  drop  this 
part  at  present,  for  what  I intended  for  the  main  branch  of  this 
communication. 

II.  Gold  must  support  the  Gospel  where  it  is.  We  must  not 
sit  down  and  fold  our  hands  and  say.  If  God’s  will  is  to  send  us 
the  Gospel,  we  shall  have  it  anyhow,  or  if  God’s  will  is  that  we 
shall  have  Gospel  privileges  supported  in  our  midst,  we  shall  have 
them  without  our  own  exertions.  Is  this  the  way  we  do  as  regards 
our  own  worldly  concerns?  Ah,  no.  We  will  rise  early  and  sit 
up  late,  breast  the  snow,  frost,  heat,  and  rain,  to  gather  gold. 
What  for?  And  this  is  the  question.  Ask  it  of  a thousand,  some 
would  give  you  one  answ^er,  some  another,  some  probably  no  an- 
swer at  all ; but  0 how  few  would  say.  We  do  it  that  we  may  build 
a church,  we  do  it  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel.  We  fear  that 
scarcely  one  of  a thousand  of  professing  Christians  would  give  this 
answer  from  the  heart.  As  God’s  ordinance  then  has  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  offerings  of  his  people,  let  us  see  how  this  is  to  be 
done. 

First.  A church  is  to  be  built,  or  perhaps  one  has  been  built, 
and  some  debt  on  it,  is  to  pay  off.  There  is  a demand  for  help, 
but  the  answer  is,  we  are  not  able ; 0 no  we  can  do  nothing  now, 
we  are  too  poor ; or  in  other  words,  God  has  not  given  us  anything, 
and  how  can  he  expect  to  get  it  back  ? Dear  reader,  come  with  me 
a little,  and  we  will  see  if  this  is  true. 

Look  there  feeding  on  the  broad  prairie,  what  a herd  of  cattle ; 
look  here  what  a fine  stable  full  of  horses,  there  garners  groaning 
under  the  w^eight  of  wheat,  fields  of  rich  and  luxuriant  corn  waving 
in  the  wind,  shelves  loaded  with  rich  and  costly  goods,  workshops 
filled  with  stock  or  finished  work,  safes  filled  with  untold  gold, 
ofiices  filled  with  rich  and  costly  libraries,  and  professions  bringing 
in  their  thousands  a year,  &c.  Now  we  turn  and  ask  who  owns  all 
these.  0 these  are  mine,  but  I need  them  all,  or  the  price  of  them, 
for  other  purposes.  Here  is  a small  piece  of  land  I want,  there  is 
some  cattle  or  goods  I wish  to  buy,  or  I want  to  build  a fine  and 
costly  house  for  myself,  or  here  is  some  speculation  in  which  I want 
to  embark,  some  new  and  costly  books  I wish  to  get,  or  I want  to 
loan  my  money  at  a high  interest,  and  I will  need  all  I have  got  to 
carry  me  through.  And  another  thing  is,  you  should  not  have 
built  such  a grand  and  costly  church,  a much  smaller  and  plainer 
one  would  have  done  just  as  well.  Ah,  here  is  the  great  secret.  I 
think  more  of  gold,  than  I do  of  God,  or  his  Gospel  either,  and  this 
is  the  grand  reason  why  I have  nothing  to  give.  Examine  your 
own  heart,  and  see  if  this  is  not  the  case. 

Again,  we  are  without  a pastor,  and  we  want  to  get  one  to  go 
in  and  out  before  us,  and  to  break  unto  us  the  bread  of  life.  The 
first  objection  that  meets  you  is.  We  are  in  debt  for  our  church,  and 
we  cannot  pay  a pastor.  And  how  much  do  you  expect  to  give  or 
pay  him  ? Well,  we  think  we  can  raise  him  about  six  hundred 
dollars.  Too  much  entirely;  four  or  five  hundred  is  plenty. 

This  shows  how  we  prize  the  Gospel,  or  rather,  how  we  prize 
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gold  above  the  Gospel.  Now,  having  brought  down  the  question 
to  this  point,  we  would  wish  to  come  to  the  main  thing,  viz.,  how 
we  should  prize  the  Gospel,  or  the  difference  between  it  and  gold. 
One  is  perishable,  the  other  is  everlasting . We  must  leave  the  one 
in  a few  days  or  a few  years  at  most ; if  we  love  the  Gospel  and  Jesus 
the  author  of  the  Gospel,  it  will  go  with  us  not  only  in  time  but  for 
eternity.  Gold,  or  rather  the  love  of  it,  will  sink  the  soul  and  body 
to  the  depths  of  hell.  The  Gospel  will  raise  them  to  the  heights 
of  peace  and  heavenly  bliss.  The  Gospel  will  make  us  happy  in 
life,  happy  in  death,  and  happy  for  eternity.  Gold  can  give  no  real 
happiness  in  life  ; it  is  a curse  in  death,  and  forever,  for  those  who 
love  it,  and  seek  happiness  from  its  possession.  Dear  reader,  did  you 
ever  stand  by  the  dying  bed  of  a Christless  person,  though  he  did 
possess  all  the  gold  and  riches  of  the  world,  he  would  give  it  all  for 
a few  days  more  to  live.  Did  you  ever  witness  the  dying  agonies 
of  one  that  had  lived  in  a Gospel  land,  and  could  have  enjoyed  all 
the  privileges  of  the  Gospel,  and  still  neglected  them, — if  you  have, 
you  know  something  how  to  prize  the  Gospel.  Yes,  if  you  love 
Jesus  and  all  his  glorious  perfections  as  you  should  do,  you  will 
esteem  gold  very  lightly,  except  as  it  is  devoted  to  the  glory  of 
the  Divine  Redeemer.  Y^ou  will  say.  Give  me  the  Gospel,  if  I 
should  want  everything  else.  All  I have,  all  I am,  and  all  I do 
shall  be  devoted  to  the  spread  and  maintenance  of  the  Gospel ; 
yes,  I will,  by  God’s  grace  assisting  me,  help  all  in  my  power  to 
pay  for  building  good  and  pleasant  churches,  wherein  to  worship 
the  God  of  my  salvation  ; or  if  these  are  built  and  not  paid  for,  I 
for  one  will  make  this  my  first  object  to  see  it  paid  for,  and  rather 
than  I shall  leave  my  children  and  the  neighborhood  in  which  I 
live  without  the  Gospel,  all  I have  shall  go  for  its  support.  It 
is  all  God’s,  and  it  shall  go  for  his  glory  in  the  salvation  of  souls. 
God’s  ordinance  and  ministers  shall  be  supported,  and  his  Gospel 
shall  be  extended,  and  my  children  or  friends,  or  this  neighborhood 
shall  be  left  under  the  influence  of  the  Gospel,  if  that  should  be  all 
they  should  possess  from  me  in  the  world.  As  it  is  far  above  all 
earthly  things,  it  is  the  best  fortune  I can  leave  them,  for  all 
other  riches  may  flee  away,  but  this  never. 

Happiness  is  what  all  are  in  pursuit  of,  some  in  one  way  and 
some  in  another.  Dear  reader,  if  you  have  a sincere  desire  to  be 
happy  (as  I know  you  have,  as  this  is  the  desire  of  all)  seek  it  in 
religion.  Here  can  true  happiness  only  be  found.  Riches  will  take 
to  themselves  wings  and  flee  away,  but  not  so  with  the  Gospel  or 
its  fruits  ? this  will  last  forever.  Gold  may  make  friends,  but  can 
these  give  help  in  the  day  of  God’s  wrath?  No,  nothing  can  then 
avail  but  an  interest  in  Jesus  Christ.  Dear  reader,  let  me 
entreat  you  put  no  confidence  in  gold;  desire  it  not,  only  as  a 
means  of  extending  and  supporting  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the  Son 
of  God.  Resolve  from  this  time  forward,  you  will  love  and  prize 
the  Gospel  above  everything  else.  Yes,  that  the  glory  of  God 
in  the  salvation  of  souls  will  be  your  constant  study,  your  constant 
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work  ; and  if  this  be  your  resolve,  in  the  strength  of  God’s  grace, 
we  can  call  you  happy  ; yes,  happy  in  life,  though  poor  in  this 
world’s  goods.  You  will  have  a happy  death,  and  your  happiness 
will  be  everlasting.  But  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  will  go  on  and 
add  house  to  house,  field  to  field,  gold  to  gold,  and  love  these  things 
above,  or  let  them  take  your  heart  from  the  Gospel,  God  will 
require  it  at  your  hand.  “ This  night  thy  soul  shall  be  required 
of  thee  ; then  whose  shall  these  things  be  that  thou  hast  provided  ?” 
Lay  not  this  aside  until  you  have  examined  your  own  heart  in  the 
light  of  eternity,  and  see  how  you  stand ; for  you  know  not  what  a 
day  may  bring  forth,  no,  nor  one  hour.  “What  thou  doest,  do 
quickly.”  Your  weal  or  woe  for  eternity  may  depend  on  this 
moment;  then  0,  how  solemn  it  is  ; and  our  prayer  is,  that  you  will 
be  enabled  to  say.  Lord,  here  am  I ; all  I am,  all  I have  shall  be 
devoted  to  thy  service.  I give  thee  now  all  my  heart,  I love  thee 
with  my  supreme  affections,  and  henceforth  my  life  shall  be  de- 
voted to  the  advancement  of  thy  glory. 

And  here  it  might  be  well  to  say  to  the  minister  of  the  Gospel 
(as  well  as  to  the  private  Christian),  how  is  your  heart  in  this  mat- 
ter ? are  you  willing  to  suffer  for  the  cause  of  Christ?  How  many 
of  our  ministers  are  willing  to  endure  the  hardships  of  a home  in  a 
small  and  obscure  congregation  for  God’s  glory  ? And  here  is 
the  test.  Twm  congregations  may  be  placed  before  him,  one  a 
wealthy  congregation,  perhaps,  too,  in  the  city;  the  other  is  poor, 
small,  obscure,  probably  in  the  far-off  West.  What  now  is  the 
first  question  with  the  minister  of  the  glorious  Gospel?  Is  it  where 
or  in  which  of  these  places  can  I win  the  most  souls  to  God? 
where  can  I do  the  most  for  the  glory  of  my  Divine  Master?  who 
is  the  most  in  want  of  the  Gospel  ? which  is  situated  in  the  com- 
munity that  is  most  in  need  of  the  Gospel  ? Are  these  and  like 
questions  the  first  in  his  mind?  We  are  forced  to  the  con- 
viction by  our  own  observation,  that  generally  these  are  not  the 
questions.  How  much  is  the  salary  each  proposes  to  give  ? how  in 
regard  to  the  comfort  of  living  in  each,  for  me  and  my  family  ? the 
company  I may  enjoy  in  this  or  that?  and  the  position  and  emi- 
nence I may  rise  to  in  this  wealthy  congregation?  What  a fine  au- 
dience I will  have  in  this  fine  church;  yonder,  only  a few,  perhaps, 
in  a school-house  ! How  many,  we  ask,  will  consider  the  need  of 
this  poor  congregation,  and  weigh  the  matter,  to  see  if  they  could 
not  be  of  more  usefulness  in  this,  and  wdn  more  souls  to  Jesus, 
even  if  they  should  have  to  suffer  hardship  in  so  doing  ? 0,  if 

you  love  the  Gospel  above  gold,  you  will  do  this  from  the  heart. 
Is  not  this  one  reason  that  our  small  country  congregations  have  so 
much  difficulty  in  getting  a pastor,  when  all  our  city  congregations 
generally  are  supplied  at  once  ? I would  humbly  ask  the  ministerial 
brethren  if  they  have  weighed  the  importance  between  gold  and 
the  Gospel.  If  they  have  not,  let  them  do  so  now.  For  the  love 
of  souls,  for  the  love  of  Jesus,  let  these  be  your  wmrds,  “ Lord,  what 
will  thou  have  me  to  do  ?”  Leave  self  out  of  the  way,  and  from  the 
heart  ask  this  question.  If  each  one  of  you  do  so,  I even  now  can 
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see  a brighter  day  for  the  Church  of  God.  Brethren,  we  wish  you 
all  to  study  this  important  lesson,  for  you  and  I will  one  day  meet 
where  gold  will  be  of  little  avail,  but  where  the  blessings  of  the 
glorious  Gospel  will  be  valuable  and  eternal. 

‘‘  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  crea- 
tureand  this  shall  endure  when  gold  shall  wax  dim  and  fall 
away.  Oh,  then,  finally,  dear  reader,  let  us  seek  for  that  which 
will  endure  when  gold  fails.  That  our  riches  will  be  those  that  will 
last  forever,  is  the  sincere  prayer  of  your  brother  in  Jesus. 

^ 


SOIREE  IN  HONOR  OF  THE  REV.  T.  W.  J.  WYLIE, 
AT  BALLYMONEY,  IRELAND. 

On  Friday  evening,  the  6th  August,  one  of  those  cheering  and 
select  reunions,  for  which  the  town  of  Ballymoney  is  noted,  took 
place  in  the  large  Assembly-rooms,  so  kindly  given  by  the  Earl  of 
Antrim,  and  which  Avas  decorated  and  adorned  Avith  evergreens, 
wreaths,  and  garlands,  in  a most  becoming  manner.  The  gasaliers 
were  decked  with  flowers  of  many  forms  and  hues,  and  the  smiling 
and  chaste  appearance  of  the  tables,  loaded  with  viands,  presented 
an  appearance  of  Irish  liospitality  and  Avelcome.  The  array  of 
Christian  divines  was  very  satisfactory.  The  Rev.  T.  W.  J.  Wylie, 
Rev.  James  Usher,  Rev.  John  Rentoul,  Rev.  Hugh  Hanna  (Bel- 
fast), Rev.  J.  Simpson  (Portrush),  Rev.  J.  McVickar  (Cullybackey), 
Rev.  Dr.  McIntyre  (Loan  Ends),  Rev.  Messrs.  Cathers,  Crookes, 
McConachie,  and  Brown,  Henry  Anderson,  Jun.,  Esq.,  James 
Kinnear,  Esq.,  Thomas  Moore,  Esq.  (Belfast  Bank),  Richard 

Hamilton,  Esq., Kennedy,  Esq.,  Master  J.  McIntosh,  A. 

Thomson,  Esq.,  Messrs.  J.  Galloway,  Griffith,  Jordan,  J.  W.  Lith- 
gow,  S.  Boyd,  B.  McKegue,  Thomas  McEldery,  Jun.,  S.  McKay, 
W.  Robinson,  and  H.  Robinson. 

The  Rev.  J.  Brown  asked  a blessing ; and  after  the  party  (be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred)  had  testified  their  approval  of  the 
good  things  provided  for  them,  thanks  were  returned  by  the  Rev. 
J.  L.  Rentoul. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  John  Robinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Gal- 
loway, Dr.  Taylor  Avas  called  to  the  chair. 

Dr.  Taylor,  having  taken  the  chair,  said  he  returned  his  best 
thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  on  him  to  preside  at  such  a 
meeting,  Avhere  honor  was  to  be  done  to  a most  worthy  per- 
son— a stranger — an  American — nay,  an  Irishman  at  heart — the 
son  of  an  Irishman,  and  one  whose  philanthropy  embraced  the 
whole  family  of  man,  and  Avhose  house  was  the  home  of  the 
stranger.  He  gave  ample  evidence  that  he  himself  possessed  an 
Irish  heart,  and  deservedly  occupied  a very  high  position  in  his 
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own  country.  Before  formally  introducing  him  to  their  notice,  he 
requested  them  to  travel  back  in  history  a period  of  sixty  years. 
Let  them  go  to  yon  ship,  rolling  lazily  on  the  deep,  and  behold  two 
lads  clambering  up  her  dark  sides,  and  having  embarked,  gazing 
with  deepest  interest  on  father,  and  mother,  and  sister,  and  bro- 
ther, and  others  near  and  dear  to  them.  Behold  them,  after 
having  been  tossed  for  a number  of  weeks  on  the  stormy  billows  of 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  reaching  the  desired  haven,  entering  the  coun- 
try of  the  red  man,  and  walking  through  yon  populous  city,  not 
one  heart  throbbing  for  them — not  a cheek  sulfused  for  them — not 
a hand  outstretched  to  bid  them  welcome  to  the  Western  world. 
(Applause.)  A little  further  on,  and  we  behold  Dr.  Black  and  Dr. 
Samuel  B.  Wylie  founding  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in 
America  (each  of  their  parishes  embraced  one  hundred  square 
miles),  and  agreeing  that  their  Church  should  not  have  anything  to 
do  with  slavery,  and  that  the  wLite  man  and  the  black  should  have 
equal  privileges — (hear,  hear) — and  making  a provision  in  their 
Code  of  Discipline  that  no  one  who  dealt  in  a brother’s  blood 
should  ever  have  any  church  membership,  or  hold  any  ecclesiastical 
office  in  their  Church.  Twenty-five  years  further  on,  and  Dr. 
Wylie  is  found  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  highest  seminaries  of 
learning  in  the  United  States,  and  master  of  nearly  twenty  dif- 
ferent languages.  The  Doctor  then  proceeded  to  mention  the 
other  spheres  in  which  Dr.  Wylie  had  particularly  shared — in  his 
congregation.  Sabbath-schools,  &c.,  and  his  warm  attachment  to 
Ireland  and  Irishmen,  many  of  whom  he  took  up  and  educated, 
and  sent  out  as  city  missionaries,  and  also  to  India ; and  many  a 
dark  and  foster  brother  has  a right  to  bless  his  memory.  This 
great  and  God-fearing  man  visited  this  country  not  many  years 
since,  and  preached  in  this  town  to  a delighted  and  entranced 
auditory.  To  his  extraordinary  excellencies.  Revs.  J.  Simpson, 
McConaghy,  Cathers,  and  many  others  now  present  who  visited 
America  could  bear  willing  testimony.  His  son,  who  was  here 
present  this  evening,  to  do  honor  to  whom  they  were  now  assembled 
— his  arduous  and  unceasing  labors  in  a large  city,  his  Sabbath- 
schools  for  the  dark  as  well  as  for  the  white  child,  his  multiplied 
Christian  offices  having  pressed  on  his  health,  he  had  come  to  visit 
this  green  isle  of  the  ocean ; and  w'e  may  form  an  estimate  of  his 
worth  when  one  princely  Irishman  in  America — a member  of  his 
own  congregation — a friend  of  their  friend  Hugh  Small  (Geo.  H. 
Stuart) — had  declared  that,  if  Ireland  did  not  improve  the  health 
of  his  beloved  pastor,  he  would  leave  his  business  and  go  out  with 
him  to  Palestine,  or  India,  or  to  any  other  part,  on  a visit,  which 
would  be  likely  to  resuscitate  the  health  of  this  invaluable  minister. 
But  he  hoped  and  trusted  that  when  he  returned  to  his  own  country 
from  the  green  fields  of  Erin,  it  should  be  with  renewed  health  and 
invigorated  frame,  and  laden  with  honors.  He  begged  leave  to 
introduce  this  young  and  highly-gifted  Christian  iBinister — his 
highly-esteemed  friend,  the  Rev.  T.  W.  J.  Wylie — who  would  give 
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them  an  account  of  religious  revivals  in  America,  which  the  Lord 
hath  seemed  to  bless  in  an  extraordinary  degree. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Wylie  rose  and  said, — Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  it  is  with  great  embarrassment  I appear  before  you  this 
evening  in  a manner  so  conspicuous.  The  respected  ladies  of  Bally- 
money  know  how  to  prepare  an  entertainment.  Indeed,  when  look- 
ing upon  so  elegant  and  grand  a meeting,  I am  tempted  to  think 
that  there  has  been  some  blunder  ; but  an  eminent  writer  has  said 
that  Irish  blunders  are  always  blunders  of  the  heart.  In  this  senti- 
ment I fully  acquiesce.  I shall,  therefore,  cast  myself  upon  your 
kind  attention.  Allusion  has  been  made  to  my  venerated  father. 
Some  kindness  has  been  shown  by  him  to  a few  among  you,  who 
delight  to  honor  his  memory,  and  his  son,  who  is  beloved  for  the 
father’s  sake.  My  father  was  an  Irishman,  and  a few  years  since, 
when  he  appeared  in  this  his  own  native  land,  every  heart  throbbed 
to  give  him  a hearty  welcome.  Although  I have  the  highest  re- 
gard for  my  own  dear  Philadelphia,  yet  I cannot  forget  that  I am 
the  son  of  a father  who  was  an  Irishman,  and  I look  upon  myself 
as  an  Irishman.  I feel  in  America  we  are  debtors  to  Ireland,  and 
that  our  prosperity  is  in  a great  measure  due  to  those  you  have 
sent  over  to  us.  Their  brawny  arms  have  furnished  our  great 
works  of  art,  and  in  various  other  ways  contributed  to  our  pros- 
perity. The  strongest  and  bravest  soldiers  in  our  army — those 
who  are  ever  ready  to  raise  the  sword  in  the  cause  of  liberty — are 
Irishmen.  Our  highest  dignitaries  are  Irishmen ; and  were  it  not 
absolutely  prohibited  by  the  law  of  our  country,  some  of  them 
would  have  been  raised  to  the  Presidency.  The  present  President 
is  of  Irish  descent,  and  has  relations  in  this  country.  This  shows 
what  Irishmen  are  and  what  Irishmen  can  do.  Irishman  is  a name 
synonymous  with  heart  and  generous  effort.  But  my  remarks 
have  a special  reference  to  the  members  of  the  Church  with  which 
I am  connected,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  little  town,  which 
presents  to  the  stranger  an  appearance  so  beautiful,  having  each 
of  its  entrances  guarded,  as  it  were,  with  a house  of  worship,  to 
prevent  evil  from  entering  within  your  boundaries.  This  neighbor- 
hood is  one  of  many  interesting  associations.  The  Vow  was  the 
place  where  the  first  minister  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
was  ordained,  and  near  the  locality  where  the  first  Presbytery  was 
constituted  ; so  that  I look  upon  this  town  and  vicinity  as  the 
natal  spot  of  Reformed  Presbyterianism,  and  where  the  good  seed 
planted,  has  flourished  so  luxuriantly,  the  fruits  of  which  we  so 
abundantly  enjoy.  Mr.  Wylie  then  stated  that  he  had  left  his  own 
country  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  his  health  and  visiting  his 
brethren  in  the  British  Isles  — that  since  he  came  to  Bally- 
money  he  had  resided  with  a gentleman  (the  chairman)  to  whom 
he  would  give  a tribute  of  high  commendation  for  his  kind  treat- 
ment, for  since  he  (Mr.  Wylie)  came  to  Ballymoney,  he  found  his 
health  improving  every  day.  He  also  paid  a tribute  of  respect  to 
the  other  members  of  the  family.  Different  members  of  his  own 
Church  in  Philadelphia  came  from  Ballymoney.  In  his  own 
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country,  be  bad  beard  tbe  venerated  names  of  Stavely,  Park,  Pen- 
toul,  and  Usber.  There  were  many  who  regard  these  ministers  as 
their  spiritual  fathers.  Mr.  Wylie  went  on  to  say — You  have  sent 
us  a gift  which  you  call  Small  ; and  if  such  a gift  be  small,  what 
is  the  estimation  we  are  to  place  on  Ballymoney  ? I have  seen 
some  traces  of  the  labors  of  this  excellent  man  since  my  arrival  in 
this  town.  I hope  you  will  send  us  some  more  small  gifts  of  a 
similar  kind.  (Cheers.)  But  I am  to  speak  of  the  recent  religious 
movement  in  America.  I find  a deep  interest  everywhere  on  this 
subject.  The  revival  in  America  is  indeed  wonderful.  For  nine 
months  past,  multitudes  of  persons  every  day  give  up  their  busi- 
ness at  noon,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  religious  meetings. 
(Hear,  hear.)  The  largest  halls  are  insufiicient  to  afford  accommo- 
dation to  those  who  come  to  pray  to  God,  and  engage  in  other  de- 
votional exercises.  At  these  meetings  there  is  no  excitement 
bordering  on  fanaticism  ; the  exercises  are  principally  conducted 
by  lay  members  of  the  Church.  (Hear.)  There  is  no  reluctance 
on  the  part  of  the  ministers  to  encourage  these  meetings.  They 
are  likely  to  do  much  good,  and  for  my  own  part,  I can  say  in 
sincerity,  would  that  all  the  Lord’s  people  were  prophets  ! (Hear, 
hear.)  The  exercises  of  these  meetings  are  short.  A portion  of 
God’s  Word  is  read,  a portion  of  psalmody  is  sung,  a person  leads 
in  prayer,  some  other  member  makes  a short  exhortation  for  three 
minutes,  then  the  bell  is  rung  by  whoever  presides,  and  an  instant 
pause  is  made.  By  means  of  these  meetings  many,  very  many 
happy  effects  have  been  already  produced,  showing  how  good  it  is 
to  draw  near  to  God.  It  supplies  a want  in  their  hearts.  It  is 
the  means  of  bringing'  Christians  into  one  harmonious  and  delight- 
ful brotherhood.  Episcopalians,  Baptists,  Methodists,  and  Presby- 
terians, animated  by  the  same  spirit,  seem  to  speak  the  same  lan- 
guage, and  to  mind  the  same  things.  Denominational  walls  are 
not  high  enough  to  divide  their  Christian  hearts.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Evidence  is  given  of  100  members — 70,  80,  50 — frequently  the 
•whole  membership  of  a church — enjoying  showers  of  blessings. 
The  followers  of  Christ  are  not  willing  to  go  to  heaven  alone,  but 
are  eagerl}^  desirous  that  others  should  be  brought  to  rejoice  with 
them,  through  eternal  ages,  in  the  wmnders  of  redeeming  love. 
One  of  the  strongest  evidences  that  the  revival  is  the  work  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  is  the  good  that  is  being  done  among  the  destitute 
and  degraded,  among  those  that  were  formerly  thought  beyond  the 
reach  of  Christian  effort.  (Cheers.)  Mr.  Wylie  here  related  many 
pleasing  incidents,  showing  what  good  had  been  done  among  the 
firemen,  the  newspaper  boys,  and  other  classes,  that  had  been 
hitherto  overlooked,  or  thought  beyond  all  hope.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  said  he  had  been  asked  frequently,  since  his  arrival  in  this 
country,  how  this  revival  would  bear  upon  the  slavery  question. 
After  stating  that  the  movement  had  been  partially  extended  to 
the  South,  he  expressed  his  conviction  that  it  would  lead  at  length 
to  the  shaking  off  the  manacles  from  the  oppressed  African,  and 
to  the  liberation  of  the  degraded  slaves.  (Applause.)  In  the  course 
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of  his  address,  Mr.  Wylie  referred  to  the  insurrection  in  India, 
and  to  the  fact  that  the  Christian  community  was  thrilled  with  the 
deepest  anxiety  for  their  brethren  in  that  land.  This  had  led  to 
the  holding  of  frequent  prayer-meetings,  which  had  their  issue  in 
the  present  revival.  Here  the  lecturer  made  a pathetic  allusion 
to  the  fact,  that  a fair  daughter  of  America,  who  had  sojourned  in 
this  town  (Ballymoney)  for  a time,  and  who,  having  afterwards 
gone  out  to  India  with  her  husband,  had  lived  and  labored  there 
for  the  Saviour;  that  she  there  had  sealed  her  testimony  with  her 
blood,  and  was  now  wearing  the  martyr’s  crown.  The  financial 
crisis  also  had  operated  powerfully  in  producing  this  present  re- 
vival of  religion.  The  thought,  that  the  accumulation  of  years  had 
been  swept  away  in  a moment,  led  men  to  see  the  necessity  of  seek- 
ing something  better — something  more  enduring  than  earthly 
riches.  Mr.  Wylie  concluded  his  eloquent  and  chaste  address  by 
adverting  to  the  interesting  fact  that  the  Atlantic  cable  had  been 
laid.  This  will  unite  Ireland  and  America;  and  by  the  united 
strength  of  Britain  and  America,  the  whole  world  might  yet  be 
evangelized.  The  small  “ host  of  God’s  elect”  might  carry  the 
Gospel  with  lightning  speed  to  every  shore ; and  these  mighty 
people  be  engaged  together  in  the  good  work  of  the  Lord.  (Loud 
applause.) 

Bev.  Jonathan  Simpson  was  announced  by  the  Chairman  as 
about  to  give  an  address  on  the  subject  of  “Missions.”  He  said 
— Mr.  Chairman  and  friends,  you  have  done  me  honor  in  your 
arrangements  in  assigning  to  me  such  a subject.  He  then  went  on 
to  show  that  missions  originated  in  the  eternal  purposes  of  God, 
who  says,  “ I have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love,  therefore 
with  loving-kindness  will  I draw  thee;”  that  the  subject  of  mis- 
sions occupied  the  mind  of  God  before  a star  beamed  in  the 
heavens,  or  an  angel  burned  before  the  throne  of  God.  The 
mightiest  missionary  that  ever  blessed  our  earth  was  the  holy  Son 
of  God,  who  was  as  willing  to  come  as  the  Father  was  to  send  him. 
We  have  nearly  all  been  taught,  by  a mother’s  side,  that  “the 
chief  end  of  man  is  to  glorify  God,”  as  the  pledge  that  we  shall 
“ enjoy  him  forever.”  The  Saviour  has  given  the  commission  to 
the  heralds  of  the  Cross : “ Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  Gospel  to  every  creature.”  This  is  the  great  charter  of  mis- 
sions, binding  not  only  on  ministers,  but  on  all  the  Church.  (Hear.) 
Every  one  can  do  something  for  Christianity  by  his  influence,  exer- 
tions, or  contributions.  At  our  mother’s  knee  we  have  been  taught 
to  pray  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  “Thy  kingdom  come.”  We  are 
instructed  to  present  this  petition  before  we  ask  for  the  supply  of 
our  private  daily  wants.  Why  is  this  ? It  is  to  make  manifest 
the  pre-eminence  of  the  one  above  the  other.  (Applause.)  Mr. 
Simpson  then  brought  some  statistics  to  show  how  scanty  was  the 
supply  of  missionaries  yet  sent  to  the  heathen.  He  spoke  in  elo- 
quent terms  of  the  contributions  made  by  missionaries  to  science 
and  literature,  art  and  commerce.  He  referred  to  the  labors  of 
Judson  among  the  Burmese,  of  Morrison  among  the  Chinese,  of 
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.Carey  in  India,  and  of  Livingstone  in  Africa.  (In  this  part  of 
the  address  the  speaker  was  loudly  applauded.)  Mr.  Simpson  then 
passed  on  to  speak  of  the  necessity  of  increased  charity,  which  he 
styled  “ a living  well — the  more  we  draw  from  it  the  faster  it  flows 
referring  here  to  some  noble  examples  of  extraordinary  liberality, 
as  William  Campbell,  of  the  Castle  Lochlomond,  and  George  H. 
Stuart,  of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Simpson  concluded  by  alluding  to 
the  necessity  of  revivals,  and  to  the  fact  that,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Connor,  prayer-meetings  are  nightly  held  and  well  attended. 

Rev.  H.  Hanna  was  then  introduced,  and,  on  rising,  was  greeted 
with  great  acclamation.  Mr.  Hanna,  after  thanking  the  meeting 
for  the  warm  welcome  and  kind  reception  given  him,  spoke  of  the 
pleasure  he  had  in  visiting  Ballymoney  for  the  first  time,  and  under 
such  circumstances.  He  understood  that  the  special  object  of  the 
meeting  was  to  confer  honor  on  a distinguished  stranger.  Rev. 
Mr.  Wylie  had  visited  Belfast,  but  his  (Mr.  Hanna’s)  engagements 
had  prevented  him  from  hearing  and  seeing  this  stranger.  He  felt 
a deep  interest  in  Mr.  Wylie  on  account  of  the  pastoral  relation- 
ship he  sustained  to  Mr.  Stuart.  He  (Mr.  Hanna)  had  been  in- 
formed that  this  meeting  was  to  be  non-sectarian,  but  he  would 
have  had  great  pleasure  in  being  present  even  had  it  been  distinc- 
tively Covenanting,  for  the  ancestors  of  the  present  Covenanters 
had  broken  the  might  of  ungodly  power  and  sealed  the  charter  of 
Christian  liberty.  (Loud  cheers.)  Sir  Walter  Scott  had  assailed 
the  character  of  those  ancient  worthies,  although  they  were  men  of 
sterling  excellencies.  This  wheedling  writer  has  fed  the  scanty 
brains  of  thousands  with  fictions,  representing  the  authors  of  their 
country’s  liberties  as  fitting  objects  of  the  vengeance  of  Claver- 
house,  who  is  represented  as  shedding  tears  of  pity  over  the  in- 
fatuated Covenanters.  The  celebrated  champion.  Dr.  McCrie — 
(hear,  and  cheers) — with  his  potent  wand  of  truth,  has  scattered 
his  fictions  to  the  winds,  so  that  no  one  regards  the  writings  of 
Scott  as  worthy  of  historical  verity.  (Loud  applause.)  Mr.  Hanna 
expressed  his  deep  regard  for  the  blue  banner,  and  the  stern  and 
faithful  children  of  the  Covenant.  In  regard  to  Christian  liberty, 
he  showed  that  it  implied  a right  to  choose  the  kind  of  government 
under  which  we  will  live.  He  had  little  faith  in  the  divine  right 
of  kings,  and  repudiated  blind  obedience  to  antiquity.  Here  Mr. 
H.  explained  at  length,  and  in  a very  eloquent  manner,  his  views 
of  the  nature  of  allegiance  and  the  liberty  of  the  British  people. 
(In  the  course  of  these  observations,  he  was  cheered  loudly  and 
repeatedly.)  Mr.  Hanna  went  on  to  say  that  he  claimed  a full  and 
effective  protection  in  the  exercise  of  every  national  right.  He 
showed  the  absurdity  of  some  of  the  views  expressed  in  the  Times 
on  this  subject,  and  what  he  termed  editorial  vagaries.  Popery 
had  entered  into  conspiracy  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  Protestants. 
He  had  evidence  on  the  subject  which  he  might  at  some  future  time 
make  use  of.  In  illustration  of  his  subject,  he  referred  to  the  in- 
trepid spirit  of  Luther  and  the  fearless  conduct  of  John  Knox. 
The  speaker  then  referred  to  his  own  conduct  in  preaching  in  the 
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streets  of  Belfast,  and  to  the  gratifying  fact  that  this  is  a right 
>vhich  none  now  will  venture  to  deny.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  ex- 
posed the  absurdity  of  the  manner  in  which  “red-hot  Protestants” 
treated  their  Roman  Catholic  brethren,  and  proved  the  necessity 
of  manifesting  the  spirit  of  love  to  the  persons,  while  we  may  with 
all  our  power  oppose  their  errors.  “ How  faithfully  do  the  red-hot 
men  do  the  Devil’s  work,  just  as  if  the  Devil,  at  the  end  of  every 
four-and-twenty  hours,  paid  them  their  wages.”  (Prolonged  cheer- 
ing.) Mr.  Hanna’s  very  eifective,  eloquent,  and  stirring  speech 
occupied  considerably  more  than  an  hour. 

Rev.  Dr.  McIntyre  spoke  on  “Christian  Union.”  He  said  he 
appeared  rather  in  the  character  of  a hearer  than  a speaker;  that 
he  had  the  great  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with  their  friend 
from  America,  and  with  his  venerable  father,  and  that  he  was  de- 
lighted to  hear  such  cheering  accounts  of  the  revival  in  America. 
He  spoke  feelingly  and  beautifully  on  Christian  union  among  the 
churches  everywhere,  and  as  he  saw  several  of  his  younger  breth- 
ren there,  he  recommended  them  a matrimonial  and  a Christian 
union  also. 

Rev.  John  McVicker,  of  Cullybackey,  said  it  would  be  in  bad 
keeping  for  him  to  detain  them  long  at  that  late,  or  rather  early 
hour  of  the  morning  (past  twelve  p.m.)  He  was  to  have  addressed 
them  on  an  old  but  still  valued  subject — on  total  abstinence — but 
he  could  only  glance  at  it.  He  stated  that  it  would  not  be  right 
to  pass  over  in  silence  the  good  old  cause  in  Ballymoney.  He 
divided  his  hearers  into  two  classes, — total  abstainers  and  moderate 
drinkers.  He  related  some  very  striking  and  important  facts.  He 
mentioned  that  one  of  these  persons  had  been  pressed  to  divide  a 
portion  of  drink  with  a person  in  great  need.  He  said  he  had 
been  promised  a bottle,  and  he  must  wait  till  he  would  see  its  size. 
He  expected  a quart  bottle,  but  said  it  was  not  much  over  half-a- 
pint ; and  when  told  it  was  forty  years  of  age,  he  replied  it  was 
“unco  wee  of  its-^ge,”  and  he  could  not  give  any  of  it  away.  He 
had  been  in  America  himself,  and  had  been  received  into  the  family 
of  their  friend  of  this  evening,  and  he  could  bear  testimony  that 
the  son  was  worthy  of  such  a father,  and  the  father  worthy  of 
such  a son.  It  was  impossible  to  be  with  that  family  and  not  see 
the  wondrous  power  of  Christian  love  and  Christian  godliness,  as 
it  was  prominently  and  beautifully  shown  forth  in  this  family  of 
love.  The  people  of  Mr.  W}die  now  present,  had  built  him  a new 
house  at  a cost  of  about  .£12,000.  One  of  his  hearers,  a princely 
merchant,  and  an  Irishman — G.  H.  Stuart — held  one  of  the 
highest  positions  on  earth,  for  he  was  dispensing  to  the  poor,  he 
was  teaching  for  the  Sabbath-schools,  and  raising  up  the  fallen  and 
the  outcast  to  praise  and  magnify  the  Lord. 

Rev.  J.  Rentoul,  the  oldest  Presbyterian  minister  present,  and 
a tried  and  consistent  advocate  of  freedom,  said  he  was  happy  to 
give  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  Mr.  Wylie,  and  that  he  was 
proud  to  stand  upon  the  platform  of  an  American  minister  who  re- 
fused to  traffic  in  the  body  and  soul  of  his  dark  brother,  and  who 
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tried  to  raise  the  oppressed  and  crushed  black  man,  and  bid  him 
hope  for  liberty  of  mind  as  well  as  person,  and  concluded  with  a strik- 
ing and  forcible  Christian  commendation  to  his  brethren  around  him. 

The  Rev.  J.  P.  Marcus  then  rose,  and  proposed  a vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wylie,  and  observed  that  much  of  what  he  in- 
tended to  say,  had  been  taken  up  by  previous  speakers.  You  will 
allow  me  to  remind  you  that  our  worthy  guest  is  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  S.  B.  Wylie,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Languages  in  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  Professor  of  Theology  to  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  one  of  the  most  learned  ministers  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  His  son  possesses  many  of  the  excellencies  of 
the  father.  He  waves  the  blue  banner  of  the  Covenant  around 
him.  free  from  one  spot  or  stain,  without  one  drop  of  the  blood  of 
the  slave.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  give  even  an  outline 
of  the  Christian  liberality  of  Mr.  Wylie’s  people.  On  the  open- 
ing of  that  magnificent  new  church,  the  morning  collection  taken 
up  was  800  dollars  for  missionary  purposes  alone,  and  the  evening 
collection  amounted  to  500  dollars,  or  ^100  sterling,  designed  for 
the  Free  Church  College,  Calcutta,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Dufi*.  This  was  only  one  of  the  many  instances  of  the  great  libe- 
rality of  this  distinguished  divine,  and  that  Christian  congregation 
over  which  he  presided.  He  moved  that  the  he%t  thanks  of  this 
meeting  he  given  to  the  Rev.  T.  W.  J.  Wylie  for  his  visit  to  this 
country,  and  for  the  highly  interesting  and  instructive  address  this 
evening  delivered  hy  him. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  McConachie,  in  an  impressive  and  feeling  man- 
ner, seconded  the  motion,  which  was  unanimously  carried  by  ac- 
clamation. 

A vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  ladies  who  so  kindly  pre- 
sided at  the  tea-tables,  to  the  stewards  and  assistants  who  had  so 
handsomely  furnished  the  beautiful  room  they  were  assembled  in, 
with  thanks  to  the  very  select  and  chaste  music-class;  also  to  their 
respected  chairman. 

The  meeting  reluctantly  separated  at  nearly  one  o’clock  on  Sa- 
turday morning,  all  bearing  testimony  that  it  was  an  intellectual 
feast — a Christian  and  friendly  meeting  long  to  be  remembered. 


THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  AND 

UNION. 

(Continued  from  page  310.) 

We  reprint,  in  the  present  number,  another  of  the  communica- 
tions on  the  action  of  Synod  on  “ Union.”  We  have  had  many 
doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  inserting  “ A.’s”  letter,  not  for  its 
‘‘Union”  sentiments,  for  we  believe  that  every  man  has  a right  to 
utter  these,  if  he  has  any,  and  moreover  that  it  is  proper  the 
Church  at  large  should  know  them.  Our  only  objection  is,  much 
of  its  language  and  spirit  properly  exclude  it  from  the  religious 
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press;  and  it  is  only  inserted,  or  these  parts  of  it,  for  the  sake  of 
removing  misunderstanding  on  the  mind  of  the  writer,  and  others 
who  may,  or  have,  indorsed  his  “facts.”  It  appeared  in  the 
“United  Presbyterian”  and  “Westminster  Herald,”  signed  “A,” 
as  follows: 

Eds.  United  Presbyterian: 

Brethren, — This  morning,  June  24th,  I read  the  communica- 
tions from  the  pen  of  “W.,”  on  the  doings  of  the  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  its  late  Synodical  meeting  at  Eden.  With 
much  of  these  I was  highly  pleased  ; but  allow  me  a few  remarks 
on  that  part  relating  to  Union.  All  that  the  Union  men  asked 
was,  that  the  “ Basis”  might  be  brought  before  the  people.  There 
were  men  there,  I know  not  how  many,  who  were  ready  to  go  into 
the  United  Church  then,  but  were  willing  to  remain,  that  the 
Church  (or,  at  best,  others)  might  go  with  them.  “W.,”  in  speak- 
ing of  the  majority  report,  says,  “ The  Basis  had  not  been  before 
them,  and  had  not  been  examined  by  them.”  This  is  the  very 
thing  the  Union  men  wanted, — they  wanted  “ the  Basis  before,”  not 
only  “the  Synod”  but  the  people, — they  wanted  it  “examined 
by  them.”  But  this  is  what  they  could  not  get ; we  could  not  get 
the  Basis  even  read  in  Synod.  It  was  not  read,  I was  informed, 
by  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  it  and  report  on  it.  The 
Basis  teas  not  before  the  Synod! 

“ W.”  further  says,  “ They  are  by  no  means  sure  that  the  Basis 
embodied  the  principles  for  which  this  Synod  has  always  con- 
tended.” And  how,  I would  like  to  ask  “ W.,”  are  they  going  to 
get  “sure?”  By  refusing  to  examine  it  ? By  refusing  to  let  the 
people  see  it?  Strange  way ! It  seemed  strange  to  hear  minis- 
ters say  that  they  had  never  read  the  Basis,  and  stranger  still  to 
hear  some  of  these  condemn  it. 

But  here  comes  the  main  argument.  “The  Synod  was  not  ready 
to  give  up  a Standing  Testimony  against  error,  taking  for  it  a mere 
declaration  of  truth.” 

This,  in  one  form  or  other,  was  iterated  and  reiterated,  till  many, 
perhaps  all,  were  heartily  tired  of  it.  And  what  does  it  amount 
to  ? Can  I be  in  favor  of  a given  truth  without  being  opposed  to 
a contrary  error‘s  It  does  seem  to  me  this  is  all  “ buncum.”  Give 
me  a church  that  will  speak  out  for  the  truth,  and  I’ll  risk  all  con- 
trary error.  Illustration  is  not  enough  for  me  to  say  I am  a Tem- 
perance man ; to  settle  that  I am  opposed  to  drinking,  or,  at 
least,  getting  drunk. 

Truth  and  error  are  antagonistic.  If  I am  on  the  side  of  truth, 
I must,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  be  opposed  to  error.  If  the 
doctrine  of  neutrality  is  an  absurdity  (and  Christ  settles  this, — 
“ He  that  is  not  with  me,  is  against  me”),  the  point  here  is  plain. 
“ Opinions  of  this  description, /ree??/  expressed  by  a large  majority 
of  members,  indicated  the  unpreparedness  and  unwillingness  of  this 
body  to  give  up  their  present  position  among  the  churches  of  the 
Reformation.”  (The  italics  are  mine.)  There  is  a slight  mistake 
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here.  After  we  hnd  a Union  and  Anti-union  speech,  it  was  agreed 
that  members  should  be  confined  to  ten  minutes.  After  this  rule 
passed,  we  had  four  speeches,  two  for  and  two  against  Union.  Then 
the  programme  was  changed,  discussion  was  stopped,  and  the  Synod 
was  brought  to  a vote. 

You  see  from  this,  what  a ‘‘large  majority”  expressed  their  opi- 
nions “freely,”  or  any  other  way. 

The  motion  to  stop  discussion  came  on  the  Synod  “like  a clap 
of  thunder  from  a clear  sky.”  I do  not  say,  it  was  the  design  of 
the  mover  to  apply  the  gag^  but  this  was  what  the  motion  did. 
"With  this,  as  far  as  I know,  all  were  dissatisfied.  I should  like  to 
have  heard  the  opinion  of  every  member,  whether  for  or  against 
the  Union.  Nothing  is  ever  gained  by  suppressing  discussion. 
“ Dr.  Guthrie  was  the  only  ministerial  member  of  the  Synod  that 
protested  against  their  action  on  the  subject.”  Here,  again,  there 
is  a mistake.  The  record  will  show  this.  Dr.  G.  was  not  alone  in 
signing  the  protest.  How  many  signed  it  I cannot  tell ; but  I 
know  it  was  by  no  means  a test.  There  were  many  Union  men  there 
who  did  not  sign  it.  So  much  on  the  consistency  of  “ W.”  A few 
remarks  in  general.  I had  hoped,  after  the  outpouring  of  God’s 
Spirit  on  the  churches,  and  especially  on  the  different  branches  of 
the  Reformed  vine,  that  not  only  the  Associate  and  Associate  Re- 
formed, but  the  Reformed  also,  would  go  into  this  Union.  In  this, 
however,  I have  been  disappointed.  There  are  men  in  the  Re- 
formed Church  (how  many  I cannot  tell, — I hope  they  are  few) 
who  will  never,  on  any  condition  whatever,  enter  the  United 
Church.  One  of  the  leaders,  I suppose  I must  say  the  leader^ 
stated  on  the  floor  of  Synod,  that  he  wished  it  to  be  understood 
that  he  would  oppose  any  motion  on  any  condition^  to  destroy  the 
organization  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  The  matter 
is  settled,  then,  as  far  as  this  individual  is  concerned,  and  all  he 
can  influence  (and  these  are  not  a few),  that  it  is  no  difference  what 
the  Basis  may  be,  he  will  oppose  it,  because  it  will  not  leave  the 
little  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  intact  and  entire.  The  world 
cannot  get  along  without  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  as  a 
distinct  part  of  the  body  mystical  of  the  Redeemer ! 

It  is  clear  that  we  cannot  go  as  a Church,  What  shall  we  do  ? 
Get  the  Union  forces  together,  says  some  one — say  all — and  go 
unitedly.  But  how  is  this  to  be  done  ? There  is  no  concert  of  ac- 
tion among  the  Union  men,  and  I am  fearful  sometimes  there  never 
will  be.  This  has  always  been  the  diflSculty.  Many  of  us  are 
Union  men  at  home,  Union  men  when  we  are  with  Union  men,  but 
when  we  come  to  meet  x\nti-union  men  on  the  floor  of  Synod,  we 
quail,  our  knees  smite  each  other,  and  if  we  do  not  go  over  to  the 
other  side,  we  do  nothing  for  the  cause  we  had  espoused, — in  a 
word,  we  lack  backbone. 

AVe  had  a great  ado  about  the  adopting  resolutions — too  much  for- 
bearance— too  loose  to  suit  us.  This  sounded  strange  to  one  “who 
had  seen  behind  the  screen,  and  smelt  the  tallow  candles  !”  AA’hile 
we  have  brethren  in  high  places,  who  are  possessed  of  such  strong 
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“hymn-singing”  and  “ intercommuning”  proclivities,  it  strikes  me 
we  have  need  of  considerable  forbearance.  “ Those  who-  live  in 
glass  houses  should  not  throw  stones.”  Without  any  invidious  dis- 
tinction, it  may  be  announced  as  a fact,  as  far  as  my  memory 
serves  me,  that  the  Union  men  have  always  been  true  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Church,  and  that  any  tramioling  upon  principle  (dis- 
tinctive^ of  course,  I mean),  has  been  done  by  men  in  the  Anti  union 
ranks.  I don’t  mean  by  this  that  all  the  Anti-union  men  have  vio- 
lated the  principles  of  the  Church,  but  that  whatever  of  this  there 
may  have  been  (and  we  have  had  considerable  of  it),  has  been  done 
by  men  on  the  other  side  of  the  house. 

I make  these  remarks  to  meet  a clamor  that  is  raised  in  certain 
quarters,  and  with  which  Union  men  are  met,  viz.,  “You  are  not 
true  to  your  principles.  You  had  better  leave  the  Church.  Y"ou 
do  not  understand  her  principles.  Y^ou  cannot  be  at  home  with 
us,”  &c.  &c. 

As  far  as  I have  heard  from  the  people  they  are  indignant,  be- 
cause the  Synod  did  not  send  down  the  Basis  in  overture,  and  where 
they  feel  anxious  about  the  Union,  they  will  make  every  effort  in 
their  power  to  get  the  Basis.  This  is  natural. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  to  all  the  papers  and  periodicals  friendly  to 
Union,  the  necessity  of  publishing  the  Basis  with  the  adopting  act. 
Union  men  in  our  Church  must  appear  in  the  papers  of  the  United 
Church,  as  our  organ  belongs  to  the  “administration  party.” 
Proof  of  this  last  assertion  : It  would  not  publish  even  the  “Decla- 
rations” of  the  “Basis”  before  the  meeting  of  Synod;  it  had  not 
space  (?).  I suppose  it  has  not  become  much  more  liberal  since. 
More  anon.  Y'ours. 

Shortly  after  the  appearance  of  the  foregoing,  “W.,”  who  had 
been  attacked,  replied  as  follows : 

Another  communication  is  published  over  the  signature  of  “A.” 
This  is  a small  affair,  perhaps  hardly  deserving  a notice.  There  is 
little  danger  that  this  writer  will  create  a union  among  the  dis- 
affected members  of  the  Church,  to  go  unitedly  into  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  spirit,  however,  is  strongly  that  way, 
feeble  as  his  power  is.  He  thinks  the  Union  men  want  backbone; 
perhaps  so.  It  would,  however,  more  advance  his  own  credit,  and 
that  of  the  men  with  whom  he  co-operates,  if  he  dropped  the  use  of 
slang  terms,  such  as  abound  in  this  article,  and  confined  himself  to 
simple  statements.  Then  his  loose  insinuation  about  hymn-sing- 
ing, &c.,  in  high  places,  are  unworthy  of  a Christian  and  a gentle- 
man. Dr.  McLeod,  Rev.  J.  McMaster,  Rev.  A.  G.  Wylie,  Rev.  Dr. 
McMillan,  Rev.  G.  McMillan,  Dr.  Wilson,  and  others,  are  leaders 
in  high  places  on  the  Anti-union  side.  Will  he  presume  to  say 
that  any  of  these  are  unsound  on  the  question  of  psalmody  or  in- 
tercommunion. Shame  on  you,  Mr.  A.  ! let  others  slander  your 
mother’s  children  ; there  are  plenty  outside  of  the  Church  to  do  it. 
Besides,  you  have  strong  men  like  Dr.  Guthrie  to  defend  your  side 
of  the  question,  let  him  do  it ; you  are  not  competent  for  the  work. 
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There  is  a disposition  in  all  these  Union  articles  to  speak  inju- 
riously of  our  Church,  and  to  exalt  another.  I object  to  this  as 
unworthy  of  the  men  who  so  speak.  Why  this  disposition  to  malign 
and  harm  their  own  Church?  Cannot  men  rejoice  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  without,  at  the  same  time,  cast- 
ing a reproach  on  their  own  body  ? Better  a great  deal  leave  it, 
to  stay  in  it  under  such  a spirit. 

Messrs.  Editors,  there  is  a large  majority  in  the  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church  who  believe  her  organization  is  a good  one;  they 
have  not  yet  seen  any  better.  They  do  not  believe  with  this  Mr. 
A.,  that  the  Basis  is  better  than  their  own  testimony.  They  are 
satisfied  to  the  contrary.  They  believe  honestly  and  conscien- 
tiously that  there  are  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  their  remain- 
ing out  of  the  Union.  The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  has 
distinctive  principles,  which  justify  her  maintenance  of  a separate 
organization,  whether  Mr.  A.  knows  them  or  not.  She  has  nothing 
to  fear  except  from  within  herself.  Let  her  members  do  their  ap- 
propriate work  in  the  spirit  of  kindness  and  brotherly  love  towards 
all  other  departments  of  God’s  Church,  and  they  will  find  enough 
to  do. 

Since  the  above,  nothing  more  has  appeared  in  the  United  Pres- 
byterian papers  from  the  pen  of  “A.,”  so  far  as  we  have  seen.  We 
presume,  after  due  reflection,  he  has  thought  better  ; that  his  “more 
anon”  shall  not  soon  make  itself  manifest;  or,  at  all  events,  re- 
tained until  it  shall  be  thoroughly  purged  from  offensive  terms,  and 
moulded  in  the  spirit  of  Christian  charity. 

After  having  disposed  of  “ W.,”  he  has  “ a few  remarks  in  gene- 
ral” to  make,  and  in  these  he  castigates  wdth  no  little  severity  (in 
his  own  mind),  the  “Anti-union  men”  and  the  “Banner,”  in  the 
peculiar  expose  made  of  their  respective  sins.  Brother  “A.,”  would 
it  not  have  been  much  better  to  have  thrown  the  mantle  of  charity 
over  the  faults  of  your  brethren  and  the  “administration  organ,” 
rather  than  thus  present  to  the  public  such  conduct  on  “ distinctive 
principles”  and  “respected  communications?”  Was  a public  he- 
ralding in  the  eyes  of  brethren  of  another  Church  of  the  peculiar 
sins  ? of  your  own  household  (?)  the  proper  and  only  way  to  bring 
such  offenders  to  repentance? 

If  it  be  a “ fact”  that  “ Anti-union  men”  are,  and  alone,  violators 
of  their  vows,  and  trampling  on  the  “ distinctive  principles”  of  the 
Church,  what  has  been  your  conduct  ? that  of  honor  to  yourself, 
faithfulness  to  your  vows,  love  to  your  brethren,  fidelity  to  your 
God  ? Verily,  no.  Have  you  ever,  in  the  proper  place,  tabled  a 
charge  against  these  erring  and  unfaithful  ones  ? After  having 
expostulated  with  them,  and  they  would  not  hear  you,  have  you 
carried  it  to  the  Church  ? Perhaps  none  of  them  belong  to  your 
Presbytery;  no  matter  if  it  be  a ^^fama  clamosa,”  and  the  brethren 
in  the  Presbyteries  of  these  erring  ones  are  like  themselves,  “ un- 
faithful.” Have  you  not  a right,  through  your  Presbytery,  to 
petition,  or  on  the  floor  of  Synod,  in  your  own  name,  to  bring  the 
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matter  forward,  and  Synod  will  order  the  Presbytery  to  examine  ? 
If  still  delinquent,  Synod  will  take  the  matter  in  its  own  hands,  and 
you  will  then  have  an  opportunity  of  showing  yourself  a ‘‘ purger” 
of  the  house  of  God,  and  by  this  conduct  secure  the  approbation  of 
the  faithful  in  the  Church,  an  approving  conscience,  and  a God 
who  loves  order,  honesty,  and  justice.  This  you  have  not  done; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  appeared  as  one  whose  deed  was  (whatever 
was  his  intention)  to  do  injury,  if  in  your  power,  to  brethren  of 
your  own  household. 

But  let  us  examine  the  truth  of  these  statements.  “A.”  says,  “It 
may  be  announced  as  a fact,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  that 
the  Union  men  have  always  been  true  to  the  principles  of  the 
Church,  and  that  any  tramfling  upon  principle  has  been  done  by 
men  in  the  Anti-union  ranks.”  What  a great  loss  is  a bad  memory  ! 
How  strange,  that  hearing,  seeing,  and  acting  personally,  are  all 
forgotten,  and  that  matters  carried  on  the  wings  of  report  are 
so  permanent  in  the  memory.  If  the  memory  of  “A.”  serves  no 
better  purpose  than  the  sentence  above  quoted  indicates,  it  speaks 
bad  for  its  training,  and  worse  for  its  usefulness. 

With  “A.”  we  are  willing  to  acknowledge  that  reports  have  been 
made  of  there  not  being,  with  different  persons,  “ a strict  regard  to 
established  usages but  we  deny  his  assertion,  that  this  is  exclu- 
sively to  be  charged  to  those  persons  whom  he  calls  “ Anti-union 
men.”  Where  was  “A.”  when  it  was  stated,  on  the  floor  of  Synod, 
that  a member  of  the  Pittsburg  Presbytery  (a  Union  man),  at  the 
communion  in  his  church,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  Synod,  invited 
publicly  the  members  of  the  Associate  and  Associate  Reformed 
Churches  to  commune  with  his  people?  What  is  the  matter  with  his 
memory?  Has  it  been  so  trained  as  only  to  remember  the  failings 
of  those  differing  from  himself?  This  was  a public  declaration,  that 
it  was  so  reported.  Now  w’e  venture  to  say  that  “A.”  cannot  point 
to  one  man  of  the  “Anti-union  men”  having  done  so.  With  “ A.,” 
we  have  heard  persons  advocate  the  propriety  of  a more  extended 
communion.  But  where  and  who  are  the  men  in  the  Anti-union 
ranks  who  have  in  their  own  pulpits  publicly  invited  members  of 
other  Churches  to  communion  in  the  Lord’s  Supper  ? 

Does  not  “A.”  know  of  another  communion,  held  shortly  after 
the  meeting  of  Synod,  in  that  region,  where  the  pastor  [a  Union 
man),  invited  the  members  of  the  “United  Presbyterian  Church” 
to  communion  with  his  people  at  the  Lord’s  table?  Was  not  “ A.” 
present  at  that  communion  ? Did  he  not,  with  another  Union  man, 
assist  on  that  occasion?  Report  (the  authority  of  “A.”  in  the 
charges  made  against  Anti-union  men)  says.  Yes.  Now  it  may  be 
“Report”  is  mistaken.  If  not,  what  has  become  of  “A.’s”  me- 
mory? We  have  referred  to  these  cases  simply  as  a defence  to 
the  charges  uncharitably  (and  we  believe  without  foundation)  made 
against  brethren. 

“A.”  concludes  his  communication  as  follows:  “Union  men  in 
our  Church  must  appear  in  the  papers  of  the  United  Church,  as 
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our  organ  belongs  to  the  ‘administration  party.’  Proof  of  this  last 
assertion:  it  would  not  publish  even  the  ‘Declarations’  of  the 
‘ Basis,’  before  the  meeting  of  Synod  : it  had  not  space  (?).  I sup- 
pose it  has  not  become  much  more  liberal  since.”  How  such  sen- 
tences could  be  written,  it  would  certainly  take  “ A.”  to  tell.  The 
“Banner”  is  the  “organ  of  the  administration  party,”  which, 
of  course,  means  “Anti-union  men,”  and  any  paper  advocating 
Union  would  naturally  be  rejected,  and  proof  is  given.  This  is  so 
small  as  really  to  be  beneath  notice ; but  for  a time  we  condescend 
to  notice  even  its  littleness.  Whether  our  course  will  make  its 
author  still  more  obscure  (?)  or  conspicuous,  may  be  seen. 

We  have  had  something  to  do  (unwillingly,  we  confess)  with  the 
“Banner,”  for  some  time,  and  have  just  learned,  for  the  first  time, 
that  it  is  the  “organ”  of  a “party,”  and  that  the  “party”  in 
power.  We  disclaim  recognizing  “party”  in  any  form  in  the 
Church  of  God.  We  never  could  so  far  debase  our  common  man- 
hood (aside  of  religious  principle)  as  to  form,  or  enter  into,  any 
clique  or  “party”  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  for  the  accomplishment 
of  private  and  personal  ends.  And  if  personally  we  have  thus 
far  stood,  in  some  points,  on  the  “ Union”  question,  opposed  to 
“A.,”  it  was  solely  on  the  ground  of  personal  conviction,  not  from 
the  exercise  of  “administration”  power.  That  the  “ Banner”  is 
the  “ organ”  of  any  “ party,”  much  less  an  “ Anti-union  organ,”  is 
more  than  gratuitous;  it  is  not  truth.  It  knows  neither  “Union” 
nor  “Anti-union”  men.  Its  pages  have  been  always  open  to  every 
man  in  the  Church  for  his  thoughts,  on  any  subject  connected  with 
its  character  and  design.  Nor  has  it,  during  our  own  time  in  con- 
nection  ivith  it  (about  four  years),  rejected  hut  one  article,  from  a 
minister  in  the  Church,  discussing  Church  affairs ; and  that  ar- 
ticle not  on  “Union.”  The  only  cause  of  its  rejection  was  its  slang 
phrases, — its  careless  and  unintelligible  writing, — its  uncharitable 
spirit,  and  other  things,  which  would  not  only  have  been  a disgrace 
to  its  pages,  but  a dishonor  to  the  writer;  for  from  other  pieces  in 
the  “Banner”  and  elsewhere,  over  the  same  signature,  its  pater- 
nity would  have  been  easily  known.  Does  “A.”  know  anything 
about  it?  So  much  for  its  rejection  of  the  “Declarations.” 
How  such  gratuitous  assertions  can  be  made,  the  man  knows 
best  who  makes  them.  Will  “A.”  look  at  an  editorial  in  the 
April  number  of  1857,  on  “Union,”  and  see  our  “Anti-union” 
feeling  and  exclusiveness.  The  “Banner”  has  yet  to  reject  the 
first  article  on  Union  in  the  above- stated  time.  Our  liberality 
here  needs  no  growth.  The  pages  of  the  “Banner”  have  been, 
and  still  are,  open  to  all  the  ministry  and  membership  of  the 
Church,  for  the  discussion  of  any  and  every  subject  connected  with 
the  Church’s  welfare,  the  gratuities  of  “A.”  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. But  if  men  are  disposed  to  make  the  papers  of 
another  Church  the  medium  of  saying  uncharitable  and  unjust 
things  against  those  of  their  own  household,  they  are  henceforth  at 
liberty,  if  those  papers  will  allow  the  use  of  their  pages  for  such 
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purposes.  We,  however,  shall  act  upon  another  principle.  In  our 
next,  we  shall  give  some  of  our  views  on  the  action  of  Synod  on 
this  question. — Ed, 


THE  LORD  HATH  NEED  OF  THEM.— Matt.  21  : 3. 

(By  the  Author  of  “ Learn  to  say  No.”) 

Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  when  he  was  upon  the  earth,  appeared 
as  a poor  man.  Though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  he  became 
poor.  Though  he  was  in  the  form  of  God  and  thought  it  not  rob- 
bery to  be  equal  with  God,  yet  he  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a 
servant. 

Jesus,  during  his  estate  of  humiliation,  gave  occasional  proofs 
of  his  power  and  glory  ; and  a little  before  he  was  to  submit  him- 
self to  the  greatest  humiliation  and  suffering  on  our  account,  he 
would  make  one  triumphal  entry  into  Jerusalem.  But  though  as 
God  he  was  King  of  kings  and  owner  of  all  things,  yet  as  man  he 
was  poor  ; and  though  he  could,  when  he  pleased,  dispose  the 
hearts  of  the  people  to  do  him  reverence,  to  precede  and  to  follow 
him  crying.  Hosanna,  still  he  voluntarily  continued  in  that  state 
of  poverty  that  he  had  not  any  beast  to  ride  upon  in  this  display 
of  his  kingly  office  ; and  as  he  needed  one,  he  sent  two  of  his  dis- 
ciples into  the  city  to  bring  the  animal  he  required.  He  might  by 
his  word  have  created  one  as  easily  as  at  first  he  said,  “ Let  the 
earth  bring  forth  the  living  creature  after  his  kind,”  but  he  chose 
to  take  one  already  made  by  him  by  the  ordinary  operations  of  his 
providence.  So  now,  when  he  would  have  silver  and  gold  to  carry 
on  his  work  in  building  churches,  printing  Bibles,  teaching  the 
heathen,  he  might,  if  he  saw  best,  just  command  it  to  rain  down 
out  of  the  skies,  or  to  start  up  out  of  the  earth.  But  that  is  not 
his  way ; and  he  has  created  enough  of  it  already,  and  it  is  all  his, 
too,  whether  it  be  yet  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  or  in  the  chests 
of  the  rich,  or  scattered  about,  a mite  here  and  a mite  there,  in 
the  pockets  of  the  poor ; it  is  all  his,  and  he  suffers  it  to  remain 
where  it  lies  hoarded,  or  where  it  is  employed  in  serving  the  pur- 
poses of  commerce,  until  he  has  need,  and  then  he  calls  for  it. 

The  horses,  the  ships,  the  railroad  cars  are  his,  and  sometimes 
he  has  need  of  them  to  carry  him  in  the  person  of  his  ambassadors 
to  preach  the  Gospel.  He  might  create  the  carriages  or  the  ships 
for  the  occasion,  if  he  chose  ; or  he  might  put  wings  to  his  servants, 
if  he  chose  ; or,  by  a miracle,  he  might  multiply  copies  of  the 
Bible,  and  give  them  to  myriads  of  angels  to  fly  everywhere 
through  the  air,  and  drop  one  into  every  house ; but  this  is  not  his 
way.  He  makes  use  of  the  ordinary  means,  and  bids  men  be  his 
servants  in  all  this  work.  When  he  had  need  of  the  ass  and  her 
colt,  he  might  have  moved  the  owner  to  bring  them  to  him,  or  he 
might  have  summoned  one  of  the  angels  and  sent  him  for  them. 
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So  now,  he  might  appear  visibly  before  you,  or  speak  to  you  out 
of  the  clouds,  and  call  for  your  money,  or  say.  Take  this  animal, 
or  that  grain,  or  that  piece  of  jewelry,  sell  it,  and  give  the  price 
to  me  ; or  he  might  commission  an  angel  to  fly  down  and  tell  you 
what  things  in  your  possession  the  Lord  has  need  of ; but  this  is 
not  his  way  now.  His  way  now  is  to  speak  to  you  through  his 
word,  by  his  providence,  and  by  his  ministering  servants  ; and 
they  tell  you  that  the  Lord  has  need  of  men  to  go  into  all  the 
w^orld  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature — that  everywhere 
amongst  the  heathen  there  is  need  of  schools,  and  of  funds  to  carry 
on  those  schools — need  of  Bibles  and  religious  books,  and  need  of 
money  to  print  and  distribute  them.  His  servants,  the  officers  of 
the  Missionary  Board,  publish  the  fact  that  the  Lord  hath  need  of 
men  and  money  to  carry  on  his  work,  and  the  ministers  in  every 
pulpit  repeat  the  call,  and  every  missionary  paper  reiterates  the 
message  in  every  family  into  which  it  goes.  The  Lord  hath  Need, 
The  Lord  hath  Need,  The  Lord  hath  Need,  rings  in  the  ears  of 
all  God’s  people,  from  one  side  of  the  country  to  the  other.  The 
Lord  hath  need  of  some  of  your  money.  Parents,  the  Lord  hath 
need  of  your  children.  Children,  the  Lord  hath  need  of  your 
services ; he  hath  need  of  you.  All  people,  the  Lord  hath  need 
of  your  labors  and  prayers,  until  Jerusalem  shall  be  made  a praise 
in  all  the  earth. 

Had  you  been  at  Jerusalem  when  Jesus  made  that  triumphal 
entry  into  the  city,  w'ould  not  you  have  been  among  those  that 
carried  palm  branches ; and  would  not  you  have  been  ready  to  pull 
ofi*  your  best  garment,  and  spread  it  on  the  ground  for  his  beast  to 
walk  on ; and  would  not  you,  wdth  all  your  might,  have  shouted 
Hosanna  ? Or  had  he  sent  a messenger  for  your  horse,  or  any- 
thing you  owned,  would  not  you  have  sent  it,  and  right  gladly, 
too  ? And  you,  children,  surely  you  would  have  been  glad  to  have 
been  with  the  children  who  hailed  the  King  of  David  as  he  entered 
the  temple  ; with  them  you  would  have  cried  Hosanna,  and  had  he 
needed  anything  that  you  possessed  how  cheerfully  would  you  have 
offered  it. 

Well,  Jesus  has  need.  He  desires  that  his  name  be  made  a praise 
in  all  the  earth ; he  wishes  to  ride  prosperously,  and  you  can  help 
in  bringing  people  in  India,  and  China,  and  Africa,  and  everywhere, 
to  know  Christ,  and  to  praise  his  name.  You  can  help  to  support 
the  schools,  so  that  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  little  ones,  all  over 
the  earth,  praise  shall  be  perfected.  There  is  need  for  help  now 
in  India,  in  China,  Africa,  Siam,  Japan,  among  our  Indian  tribes, 
and  everywhere  where  Christ  is  not  now  praised. 

The  Lord  hath  need.  Therefore  take  an  inventory,  and  see  what 
you  have  which  you  need  more  than  the  Lord  needs  it.  What  can 
you  spare  ? Does  the  Lord’s  service  need  whatever  you  can  spare  ? 
Is  there  a horse  that  can  be  spared  from  this  man’s  stable,  or  any 
of  the  cattle  from  that  man’s  herds  ? any  luxuries  from  this  table, 
any  superfluities  from  that  person’s  dress  ? The  Lord  hath  need 
of  it. 
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When  about  to  make  any  new  purchase,  do  you  first  stop  and 
inquire  whether  you  have  more  need  for  the  article  than  the  trea- 
sury of  the  Missionary  Board  has  for  the  money,  in  order  that  the 
heathen  may  learn  of  the  way  to  be  saved  ? 

When  about  to  dispose  of  a piece  of  property,  and  perplexed  to 
know  where  you  may  safely  deposit  the  money,  remember  that  the 
Lord  hath  need,  and  be  assured  he  will  make  a good  use  of  all  you 
intrust  to  him. 

Perhaps  that  was  a poor  man  whose  animal  Christ  called  for  ; 
and  perhaps  it  w^as  all  he  had,  and  it  may  be,  too,  that  he  had  use 
for  them  just  then ; but  he  sent  them.  Christ,  however,  we  doubt 
not,  sent  the  animals  back  again  when  he  had  done  with  them;  and 
likewise  now  whatever  you  lend  to  the  Lord  he  will  make  good  to 
you  in  some  way,  for  “ he  that  hath  pity  upon  the  poor,  lendeth 
unto  the  Lord;  and  that  which  he  hath  given  will  he  pay  him 
again.” 

It  is  the  Lord  that  hath  need ; and  it  is  JUST  now  that  he 
needs  ; for  God  our  Saviour  would  “ have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and 
to  come  unto  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.”  Would  he  have  all 
men  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  ? But  how  many  thou- 
sands, millions  will  die  before  you  can  reach  them  with  the  words 
of  truth  and  life  ? Therefore,  the  need  is  now. 


THE  ANTI-SLAVERY  HYMN-BOOK. 

Brother  Vail’s  suggestion  about  an  Anti-Slavery  hymn-book, 
in  the  November  Record,  is  valuable.  We  must  have  one.  Our 
children  learn  their  theology  less  from  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
which  they  read  perhaps  once  in  their  lives,  than  from  the  Hymn- 
Book,  which  they  use  twice  a day.  They  will  become  like  the  God 
whom  they  worship.  If  they  are  daily  worshipping  an  anti-slavery 
God,  they  cannot  well  become  pro-slavery  men.  If  they  are  daily 
singing  of  God’s  sympathy  with  the  poor  and  oppressed,  they  will 
not  be  likely  to  become  United  States  marshals,  or  fugitive  slave 
hunters. 

The  God  whom  we  worship  is  an  anti-slavery  God.  He  is  not 
only  in  his  heart  opposed  to  slavery,  but  he  is  quite  willing  that  all 
the  world  should  know  it.  He  consecrated  his  only  begotten  Son 
to  the  work  of  proclaiming  liberty  to  the  captives.  He  has  ever 
been  willing  to  arise  for  the  oppression  of  the  poor  and  the  sighing 
of  the  needy.  One  of  the  grandest  displays  of  his  majesty  ever 
exhibited  on  the  earth,  was  made  in  guiding  a company  of  fugitive 
slaves  to  the  land  of  liberty.  He  thought  so  highly  of  that  achieve- 
ment, that  ever  since  He  requires  us  to  worship  Him  as  the  anti- 
slavery  God.  In  fact,  the  very  reason  why  He  claims  our  worship 
at  all  is,  that  He  is  the  Great  Abolitionist;  ‘‘ J am  the  Lord  thy 
God  which  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt^  and  out  of  the 
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house  of  bondage  ; thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me.''  It  is 
very  fit,  therefore,  that  we  should  praise  our  God  as  one  who  exe- 
cuteth  judgment  for  the  oppressed — who  givethfood  to  the  hungry 
— Jehovah^  who  looseth  the  prisoners — God.,  who  arose  to  judgment 
to  save  all  the  meek  of  the  earth.  Jehovah^  who  heareth  the  poor 
and  despiseth  not  his  prisoners. 

In  fact,  the  Psalmody  of  the  Church  of  God  had  its  birth  in 
abolitionism.  The  very  first  hymn  ever  written  was  composed  and 
sung  by  fugitive  slaves,  to  celebrate  their  escape  from  their  mas- 
ters. The  very  first  choir,  of  which  church  history  takes  notice, 
was  a company  of  native  Africans,  on  the  shores  of  the  Asiatic 
Canada.  And  the  spirit-stirring  burst  of  devotion  and  liberty, 
which  thrills  one’s  nerves  on  hearing  the  song  of  Moses  chanted, 
sufficiently  accounts  for  the  fact  that  slaveholders  cannot  endure  the 
Scripture  Psalmody.  For  the  whole  drift  of  the  hymns  inspired  by 
the  Spirit  of  God  is  in  one  direction, — praise  to  the  God  of  Liberty 
— the  Avenger  of  the  oppressed.  The  hymn-book  of  the  Church 
was  not  composed  by  hearsay,  or  novel-reading,  the  miseries  of  op- 
pression, but  by  a poor  fugitive,  chased  like  a partridge  upon  the 
mountains,  with  a price  upon  his  head,  all  the  deputy  marshals  of 
Israel  after  him,  and  a fugitive  slave  law  awarding  death,  and  exe- 
cuting the  doom  on  any,  even  the  ministers  of  God,  who  would  give 
him  a morsel  of  bread.  In  consequence,  it  abounds  with  hymns 
for  fugitive  slaves,  an  important  department  in  any  anti-slavery 
hymn-book,  for  none  need  the  cheering  influences  of  hope  and  faith 
in  heaven  more  than  those  who  are  treated  as  the  offscouring  of  the 
earth.  If  some  modern  David  undertakes  to  make  a better  anti- 
slavery hymn-book  than  the  inspired  original,  let  us  hope  he  will 
not  forget  to  compose  songs  for  the  fugitives  lurking  in  the  woods 
and  caves.  If  he  has  had  the  experience  of  their  sufferings  and 
feelings,  without  which  he  had  better  not  attempt  the  task,  perhaps 
he  will  find  his  soul  satisfied  with  some  such  strain  as  the  7th  or 
34th  Psalm  ; or  David’s  Michtam,  when  he  fled  from  Saul  in  the 
cave  ; his  Maschil,  when  the  Ziphims  came  and  said.  Doth  not  David 
hide  himself  with  us  ? another,  composed  after  Doeg,  the  Edomite, 
lodged  an  information  against  Abimelecli  for  harboring  fugitives; 
the  27th,  the  43d,  and  many  others,  composed  expressly  for  the 
poor,  the  oppressed,  and  the  fugitives. 

To  cheer  the  hearts  and  nerve  the  arms  of  meetings  of  Christ’s 
people,  met  to  act  as  workers  together  with  Him  in  the  overthrow 
of  tyranny,  was  doubtless  one  main  design  of  the  author  of  the  fol- 
lowing stanzas  in  praise  of  Jesus: 

0 Lord,  thy  judgment  give  the  king, 

His  Son  thy  righteousness, 

With  right  he  shall  thy  people  judge. 

Thy  poor  with  uprightness. 

The  people’s  poor  ones  he  shall  judge. 

The  needy’s  children  save, 

And  those  shall  he  in  pieces  break, 

Who  them  oppressed  have. 
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For  he  the  needy  shall  preserve, 

When  he  to  him  doth  call, 

The  poor  also,  and  him  that  hath 
No  help  of  man  at  all. 

Both  from  deceit  and  violence 
Their  soul  he  shall  set  free. 

And  in  his  sight  right  precious. 

And  dear  their  blood  shall  be. 

The  following  was  doubtless  composed  upon  the  announcement 
of  some  Dred  Scott  decision: 

In  God’s  assembly  God  doth  stand, 

He  judgeth  gods  among, 

How  long  accepting  persons  vile. 

Will  ye  give  judgment  wrong. 

Defend  the  poor  and  fatherless. 

To  poor  oppressed  do  right; 

The  poor  and  needy  ones  set  free. 

Rid  them  from  ill  naen’s  might. 

They  knew  not,  nor  will  understand. 

In  darkness  they  walk  on, 

All  the  foundations  of  the  earth 
Out  of  their  course  are  gone. 

I said  that  ye  are  God’s,  and  are 
Sons  of  the  highest  all. 

But  ye  shall  die  like  men. 

And  as  one  of  the  princes  fall. 

0 God,  do  thou  raise  up  thyself. 

The  earth  to  judgment  call. 

For  thou  as  thine  inheritance, 

Shalt  take  the  nations  all. 

The  9th,  10th,  62d,  74th,  and  many  other  Psalms,  contain  most 
pathetic  appeals  to  God  on  behalf  of  the  oppressed,  and  ascribe 
praises  to  Him  as  their  deliverer.  In  short,  any  person  who  will 
carefully  read  over  the  Psalms  of  David,  must  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  their  author  designed  that  collection  to  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses of  an  anti-slavery  hymn-book.  I would,  therefore,  respect- 
fully propose,  that  until  something  better  be  prepared  for  this  pur- 
pose, we  teach  our  children  to  sing  the  words  which  the  Holy  Ghost 
spoke  by  the  mouth  of  his  servant  David;  which  poured  the  fire  of 
freedom  on  the  hearths  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  which  rose  from  the 
lips  of  Cromwell  and  his  Ironsides  at  Dunbar ; which  w^ere  meat 
and  drink  to  the  famishing  garrison  of  Londonderry  ; which  served 
the  saints  of  God  for  battle  and  for  death  on  the  hills  of  Scotland, 
and  to  which  the  brave  and  the  free,  the  downtrodden  and  the  op- 
pressed, the  patriot  and  the  slave,  will  ever  instinctively  turn,  in 
the  day  of  danger  and  the  night  of  woe,  as  the  true  expression  of 
their  hopes  and  fears,  their  sufferings  and  their  faith. 

Sabbath-schools  can  be  supplied  with  the  Inspired  Anti-slavery 
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Hymn-Book  at  $15  per  100,  by  Carter,  New  York;  Young,  Phila- 
delphia ; Reritoul,  Pittsburg ; Holmes,  Chicago,  and  at  this  ojffice. 
Order  the  Psalms  in  metre,  Scottish  Version. — Cincinnati  Record, 

R.  P. 


RESOLUTIONS  ON  THE  DEATH  OF  DR.  BLACK. 

At  a meeting  of  Session  of  the  First  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  Alleghany,  held  on  the  14th  inst.,  the  moderator,  Rev. 
John  McMillan,  pastor  of  the  congregation,  announced  that  the 
Rev.  A.  W.  Black,  D.D.,  had  departed  this  life  on  Friday,  the 
10th  inst. ; and  he  submitted  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  In  the  wise  providential  dispensation  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Rev.  Dr.  A.  W.  Black  has  been  dismissed  from  his 
ministerial  labors  here  on  earth,  and  taken  to  his  reward  in  heaven. 
Resolved,,  That  we  recognize  in  this  event  the  doing  of  the 
Lord,  and  therefore,  bowing  to  His  sovereign  pleasure,  say  it  is 
right — He  doeth  all  things  wisely  and  well.  “All  things  work  to- 
gether for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  and  are  the  called  accord- 
ing to  His  purpose.” 

Resolved,,  That  we  sympathize  deeply  with  the  widow  and  the 
fatherless  children  in  this  hour  of  their  sorrow,  and  earnestly  com- 
mend them  to  the  Divine  care  and  gracious  protection  of  the  widow’s 
Judge  and  orphan’s  Help.  “ He  is  their  help  and  shield.” 

Resolved,,  That  as  minister  and  elders  of  this  congregation,  of 
which  Dr.  Black  was  formerly  pastor,  we  are  admonished  by  his 
unexpected  death,  in  midtime  of  his  days,  that  at  such  an  hour  as 
we  think  not  “ the  Son  of  Man  cometh.”  The  Master  said,  and 
so  should  the  servant,  “ I must  work  the  works  of  Him  that  sent 
me,  while  it  is  day ; the  night  cometh,  when  no  man  can  work.” 
Resolved^  That  to  the  congregation  under  our  charge  we  now  say, 
with  the  Apostle,  “ Remember  them  who  have  spoken  unto  you  the 
word  of  God.”  “ Be  ye  also  followers  of  him,  as  he  followed  Christ.” 
“Moreover  I will  endeavor  that  ye  may  be  able,  after  my  decease, 
to  have  these  things  always  in  remembrance — holding  forth  the 
word  of  life,  that  I may  rejoice  in  the  day  of  Christ,  that  I have 
not  run  in  vain,  neither  labored  in  vain.” 

Resolved,  That  this  action  of  Session  be  read  from  the  pulpit, 
and  published  in  the  Banner  of  the  Covenant  and  United  Preshy- 
terian,  and  that  a copy  be  sent  to  the  bereaved  family  of  our  late 
beloved  brother  and  friend. 

R.  B.  Mowry, 

Stated  Clerk. 


EARLY  PIETY. 


345 


• THE  GOSPEL  MINISTRY. 

Who  can  tell  how  innumerable  are  the  benefits  which  a Gospel 
ministry  creates  within  the  narrow  circle  of  a family  ? Enter  the 
dwelling  where  religion  reigns,  and  you  feel  at  once  its  power  to 
make  happy.  It  is  a new  clime  into  which  you  have  entered  ; the 
breath  of  love,  like  a gale  from  heaven,  meets  you  on  the  threshold. 
There  is  a secret  joy  filling  every  heart  in  that  dwelling,  beaming 
in  every  face,  making  itself  audible  in  every  tone.  No  wealth  could 
buy  that  happiness.  The  Gospel  sets  up  an  altar  in  every  house; 
it  makes  the  father  a priest.  In  that  arrangement  we  find  the  bond 
of  domestic  union,  and  the  fountainhead  of  domestic  virtue.  By 
baptism,  all  the  members  of  the  family  are  taken  into  the  same 
covenant  of  life ; they  grow  up  together  heirs  of  the  same  hope. 
Thus  the  family  grows  rich  apace.  Rich  in  what  ? It  may  not  be 
in  gold,  but  in  something  better  than  gold — rich  in  love,  love  in 
domestic  order  and  virtue.  Their  fare  is  simple,  their  garb  homely, 
their  speech  is  plain,  but  their  manners  breathe  the  odor  of  a 
politeness  that  can  spring  only  from  purity  of  heart,  and  conscious 
dignity  of  character.  Their  humble  home  is  pervaded  and  em- 
balmed by  an  air  of  happiness  which  is  wanting  often  in  the 
palaces  of  the  great.  This  is  great  wealth.  Multiply  such  fami- 
lies— families  whose  wealth  lies  in  the  industry  and  intelligence  of 
their  sons ; the  modesty,  virtue,  and  comeliness  of  their  daughters — 
cover  the  land  with  such  families,  and  what  a land  you  will  have ! 
How  rich,  how  happy,  how  powerful.  Such  a people  no  power  on 
earth  could  subdue ; and  however  stern  the  clime  in  which  their 
dwelling  may  be  cast,  their  indomitable  energy  and  creative  skill 
will  teach  the  very  rock  to  blossom,  and  the  bleakest  deserts  of 
earth  to  bloom  with  beauty  and  sing  for  joy.  Such  is  the  wealth 
the  Gospel  creates,  and  such  is  the  measure  in  which  it  blesses  its 
supporters.  For  every  penny  expended  in  its  support,  it  yields  a 
return  of  a thousandfold.  — The  Gospel  Ministry  ; Duty  and  Privi- 
lege of  supporting  it.  Rev.  Dr.  J.  A.  Wylie  s Prize  Essay. 


EARLY  PIETY. 

A PIOUS  son  or  daughter,  who  adorns  the  Christian  profession, 
is  an  inestimable  blessing  to  a family,  rendering  most  efficient  aid 
in  the  right  training  of  others.  A wicked  son  or  daughter  is  a 
curse,  and  it  will  be  a singular  deliverance  if  they  ruin  only  them- 
selves. 

Besides  present  usefulness,  a speedy  conversion  will  greatly  in- 
crease their  power  to  be  useful  in  time  to  come.  Doing  good  is  an 
art  for  which  we  need  to  be  trained  as  for  most  other  arts.  The 
earlier  children  enter  into  the  service  of  Christ,  the  more  complete 
will  this  training  be;  they  will  have  a greater  amount  of  Christian 
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knowledge,  and  larger  experience  of  the  truth,  and  having  been 
accustomed  in  early  life  to  make  the  glory  of  God  their  end,  and 
his  word  their  rule,  they  will  not  have  formed  those  sinful  habits 
of  feeling  or  conduct,  which  even  grace  itself  does  not  wholly  eradi- 
cate. 

Conversions  in  later  life  seldom  make  as  useful  men  in  church 
or  state.  The  active,  leading  men  in  our  several  congregations  are 
those,  as  a general  thing,  who  enter  early  into  the  Church.  Early 
piety  also  affects  much  the  requisition  of  useful  skill  and  learning. 
A Christian,  in  the  nature  of  things,  cannot  be  a drone.  He  serves 
a Master  whom  he  loves,  and  whom  he  desires  to  serve  with  all  his 
powers.  He  is  therefore  disposed  to  qualify  himself  for  such  ser- 
vice. If,  therefore,  we  desire  children  to  become  good  scholars, 
good  mechanics,  good  merchants,  good  anything^  we  should  desire 
and  aim  to  make  them  first  good  Christians  ! — servants  of  Christ ! 
— for  nothing  furnishes  a more  powerful  stimulus  to  improvement 
than  religion. — Dr.  Hutton  s Sermon. 


THE  EDUCATION  BOARD. 

The  lovers  of  our  Church  and  her  prosperity,  who  intend,  during 
the  present  synodical  year,  making  a contribution  to  the  Education 
Board,  are  earnestly  requested  not  to  defer  this  till  a late  season. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  Board  has  now  under  its  care  eleven 
young  men,  to  whom  it  is  pledged  for  an  outlay  of  nearly  three 
hundred  dollars  every  three  months.  Of  late,  the  Board  has  not 
been  enabled  fully  to  meet  these  engagements.  Should  failures 
continue,  very  serious  detriment  to  our  cause  will  be  the  result. 
More  or  less  of  our  young  men  will  be  compelled  to  abandon  study, 
and  run  in  debt  also,  through  the  promises  of  the  Board. 

It  will  be  impossible  for  the  agent  to  visit  all  portions  of  the 
Church  during  the  present  year.  Should,  however,  any  congrega- 
tion, pastor,  or  Presbytery,  deem  a visit  from  him  advisable,  and 
so  intimate,  if  by  any  possibility,  it  will  be  made. 

In  the  meantime,  let  all  who  are  praying  for  an  increase  to  the 
number  of  laborers  in  the  Lord’s  vineyard,  send  on  their  contribu- 
tions to  the  treasurer,  Hon.  G.  Adams,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

A.  M.  Stewart, 

Agent. 


Daniel  IYebster  penned  the  following  sentiment : 

“ If  we  work  upon  marble,  it  will  perish ; if  we  work  upon 
brass,  time  will  efiace  it ; if  we  rear  temples,  they  will  crumble 
into  dust ; but  if  we  work  upon  our  immortal  minds — if  we  imbue 
them  with  principles,  with  the  just  fear  of  God  and  of  their  fellow 
men,  we  engrave  on  those  tablets  something  which  will  brighten  to 
all  eternity.” 


EDITORIAL. 
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DAY  OF  THANKSGIVING. 

According  to  appointment  of  Synod,  the  fourth  Thursday  (the 
25th  day)  of  the  present  month  is  to  be  observed  as  a day  of  thanks- 
giving. For  a number  of  years  past  it  has  been  the  custom  to  take 
a collection  about  this  time  for  the  Sustentation  Fund.  Congrega- 
tions are  hereby  reminded  of  this  matter. 


CALL  TO  MR.  SAMUEL  BOYD. 

The  Congregation  of  Somonauk,  in  the  Chicago  Presbytery 
(formerly  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  J.  Allford),  has  recently 
made  a call  upon  Mr.  Samuel  Boyd.  Mr.  Boyd  is  now  in  the  bounds 
of  the  Chicago  Presbytery.  We  understand  he  has  accepted  the 
call,  and  is  to  be  ordained  and  installed  on  the  second  Thursday 
(the  11th  day)  of  the  present  month.  We  rejoice  to  learn  that  So- 
inonauk  is  to  have  the  labors  of  such  a man  as  Mr.  Boyd,  possessed 
as  he  is  of  no  ordinary  qualifications. 


LICENSURE  OF  MR.  WM.  BRATTON. 

At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Ohio  Presbytery,  Mr.  William  Brat- 
ton, a student  of  divinity,  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel.  Mr. 
Bratton  has  been  for  a considerable  time  a member  of  Dr.  McMil- 
lan’s congregation,  Cedarville.  For  some  years  he  has  been  prac- 
tising medicine,  having  passed  through  the  necessary  course  for 
that  profession,  but  believing  he  was  called  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  a still  higher,  though  more  arduous  and  responsible  profession, 
he  renounced  the  former,  and  has  gone  through  the  course  of  train- 
ing necessary  for  his  present  position,  under  the  care  of  the  Ohio 
Presbytery,  and  principally  under  the  special  direction  of  his 
worthy  pastor,  Rev.  H.  McMillan,  D.D. 


RETURN  OF  REV.  J.  DOUGLASS,  D.D. 

We  learn  by  a Pittsburg  paper  that  Dr.  Douglass  has  recently 
returned  from  his  trip  across  the  water,  where  he  has  been  on  a 
short  visit  to  his  friends. 
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©bitujints. 

REV.  DR.  BLACK. 

Died,  on  Friday,  September  10th,  at  bis  residence  in  Sewickley, 
near  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age,  the  Rev.  Andrew 
W.  Black,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  in  the  Theolo- 
gical Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  His  disease 
was  malignant  dysentery,  and  it  hurried  him  away  from  his  active 
labors  in  the  service  of  Christ,  to  his  reward,  in  the  space  of  six 
days.  For  some  three  months  before,  he  had  been  occasionally  in- 
disposed, though  attending  to  his  ordinary  duties.  The  fatal  ma- 
lady seized  him  when  going  to  fulfil  an  appointment  to  preach,  and 
in  a week  after  he  was  in  his  grave.  Dr.  Black  was  the  second 
son  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Black,  D.  D.,  of  Pittsburg,  than  whom 
no  man  was  better  known,  or  more  esteemed  as  a scholar  and  Chris- 
tian minister,  in  the  region  where  he  resided.  The  son  was  in 
many  respects  like  the  father,  and  took  his  place  in  labors  of  use- 
fulness, and  in  public  esteem,  after  his  removal  by  death. 

Dr.  Black  was  possessed  of  fine  natural  talents,  which  were  duly 
cultivated  by  the  discipline  of  study,  and  intercourse  with  living 
minds  of  a high  order.  He  believed  himself  to  have  been  brought 
to  God  in  early  life,  and  he  devoted  himself  to  the  work  of  the 
Christian  ministry  while  still  a youth,  and  with  his  characteristic 
ardor.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  when  scarcely  of  age, 
and  through  life  this  continued  his  preferred  employment.  He  was 
for  many  years  pastor  of  the  First  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Alleghany,  and  stood  in  the  first  rank  among  the  evangelical 
preachers  of  that  city  and  its  vicinity.  As  a man  he  was  candid, 
social,  conciliatory,  and  jocose,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  devout 
and  serious.  He  had  warm  affections,  which  he  expressed  with 
earnestness  towards  all  who  commanded  his  regard,  and  a genial 
temper,  which  made  it  sunshine  wherever  he  was. 

Dr.  Black  had  high  qualities  for  public  business  and  usefulness. 
Well  versed  in  the  rules  of  order,  and  prompt  and  decided  in  all 
his  movements,  he  was  often  chosen  to  preside  over  public  bodies, 
whose  respect  he  always  commanded.  He  took  a prominent  part 
in  the  literary,  benevolent,  and  religious  institutions  of  his  own  lo- 
cality, and  of  the  country,  and  was  often  found  upon  the  platform 
advocating  their  claims,  which  he  did  with  readiness  and  power. 
As  a public  speaker,  he  was  always  prompt,  ingenious,  and  attrac- 
tive, and  often  eloquent  and  commanding.  It  was,  however,  as  a 
preacher  of  the  Gospel  that  he  most  excelled.  His  large  store  of 
sound  theology,  and  his  quick  apprehension  of  the  relations  of  his 
subject  and  the  meaning  of  its  terms,  made  him  a good  expositor 
of  Scripture.  But  it  was  in  the  sermon  that  his  superiority  ap- 
peared. There  his  abundance  of  material,  his  self-control,  his  large 
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Christian  experience,  his  warm  sensibilities,  and  his  elegant  and 
fluent  elocution,  gave  him  great  influence  over  his  audience,  and 
showed  him  to  be  an  able  minister  of  Jesus  Christ. 

While  Dr.  Black  remained,  amidst  all  changes,  and  with  many 
inducements  to  connect  himself  with  larger  and  more  popular  bodies, 
firmly  attached  to  the  Church  of  his  fathers,  he  loved  and  was  will- 
ing to  co-operate  with  evangelical  Christians  of  every  name.  He 
was  sent  by  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  to  convey  their  Christian  sympathies  to  the  great  religious 
conference  that  met  in  Berlin  in  1857,  and  in  his  published  report 
to  that  body  he  has  shown  his  appreciation  of  its  character.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  preparing  for 
the  duties  of  the  Theological  chair,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed, 
and  also  to  preach  statedly  to  a congregation  which  had  invited 
him  to  be  their  supply.  But  death  has  interrupted  all  these  pro- 
jects. He  is  cut  off  in  the  midtime  of  his’  days,  and  called  to  his 
reward  on  high. 

It  had  been  remarked  by  his  intimate  friends,  that  an  unusual 
seriousness  had  pervaded  his  spirit  for  some  time  past.  An  unction 
more  than  common  had  characterized  his  pulpit  services,  and  he 
was  earnest  and  persevering  in  his  exertions  to  promote  the  revival 
of  religion  in  his  own  denomination  and  in  other  churches.  It  was 
thus  that  God  was  preparing  him  for  the  close  of  his  life  and  minis- 
try together.  Soon  after  his  attack,  it  became  evident  that  it  must 
be  fatal.  He  understood  his  danger,  and  cheerfully  resigned  him- 
self to  the  will  of  God.  “I  am  perfectly  willing  to  die,”  was  his 
language  more  than  once.  He  occupied  much  time  in  prayer.  He 
called  all  his  numerous  family  around  him,  and  gave  them,  with  com- 
posure, his  last  instructions.  He  sent  messages  of  love  to  the  ab- 
sent, and  to  his  special  friend.  Dr.  McLeod,  of  this  city,  he  directed 
the  request  to  be  made  to  preach  his  funeral  sermon,  if  any  should 
be  preached  at  all.  Being  asked  by  a brother  in  the  ministry,  who 
prayed  at  his  bedside  shortly  before  his  departure,  if  his  faith  was 
strong,  he  replied  by  uttering  those  words  of  Job,  “I  know  that 
my  Redeemer  liveth.”  He  requested  the  mourning  company  that 
surrounded  his  bed  to  sing  the  twenty-third  Psalm,  and  while  over- 
whelmed with  sorrow  they  made  the  attempt,  he  was  himself  the 
most  composed  among  them.  The  voice  of  praise  ascended  to  the 
throne  of  God,  and  in  the  cloud  of  incense  the  ransomed  spirit  itself 
went  up  to  glory. 


ISSACHAR,  A NATIVE  CATECHIST, 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  MISSION  STATION  AT  SAHARANPUR. 

It  is  with  sincere  sorrow  we  record  the  death  of  Issachar,  one 
of  the  ablest  native  preachers  I have  ever  known.  He  was  a man 
of  humble  birth,  but  of  rare  natural  abilities.  His  memory  was 
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SO  retentive  that  he  seemed  to  have  at  perfect  command  all  that 
he  had  ever  read  or  heard.  Born  and  brought  up  a Hindoo,  he 
had  not  only  worshipped  idols  himself,  but  he  had  instructed  others 
to  perform  this  degrading  service,  and  had  even  aspired  to  be  a 
priest  and  leader  to  the  low  caste  with  which  he  mingled.  His 
mind  was  of  too  high  an  order  to  allow  him  to  remain  on  a level 
with  the  ignorant  and  degraded  of  his  own  class.  He  labored  from 
his  earliest  youth  to  become  acquainted  with  the  tangled  and  mys- 
tical web,  so  finely  and  elaborately  spun  out  in  the  Hindoo  Shas- 
ters.  Convinced,  at  last,  that  these  were  but  a confused  mass  of 
contradictions  and  impurities,  he  was  directed  to  the  more  rational 
system  of  the  Veds,  and  he  soon  became  a Vedantist,  travelling 
over  many  parts  of  Northern  India  and  the  Punjab,  to  learn  from 
Pandits  and  Fakeers  as  much  of  the  system  as  possible  ; but  still 
his  logical  mind  was  not  satisfied  with  a system  in  which  he  had 
detected  so  many  contradictions.  His  soul,  longing  for  immor- 
tality, for  something  to  satisfy  its  inward  cravings,  and  for  light 
regarding  the  way  of  salvation  for  a guilty  sinner,  had  obtained 
no  peace.  The  more  he  read,  or  heard,  or  saw,  of  Hindooism,  the 
darker  the  clouds  seemed  to  gather  around  him.  At  last,  about 
eight  years  ago,  the  “ Sut  mut  narufun^'  or,  an  Inquiry  Con- 
cerning the  True  Beligion,  being  a prize  essay  in  Hindoo,  of  about 
three  hundred  pages,  fell  into  his  hands.  He  read  it  with  avidity 
and  delight.  It  was  just  the  book  to  suit  his  case,  and  the  blessed 
means  of  his  conversion,  having  read  it  so  often  he  had  it  almost 
by  heart,  and  from  it  he  drew  the  arguments  which  he  wielded 
with  so  much  power.  After  some  time,  he  was  baptized  by  a 
Church  missionary,  and  never  after  under  censure  for  his  moral 
conduct,  though  dismissed  some  four  years  ago  for  a trifling  fault. 
Finding  him  at  that  time  out  of  employment,  and  anxious  to 
be  engaged  in  the  instruction  of  his  countrymen,  we  took  him  on 
trial.  It  required  but  a short  time  to  convince  us  of  the  man’s 
moral  and  intellectual  worth.  For  nearly  four  years  he  has  labored 
with  us,  from  day  to  day,  with  the  greatest  ability,  and  with 
general  acceptance  among  the  people.  No  learned  Pandit  that  we 
have  met  has  been  able  to  stand  before  him  in  argument  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  He  would  soon  let  them  know  that  he  under- 
stood the  ins  and  outs  and  strange  tortuosities  of  the  Shasters  as 
well  as  themselves,  and  then  they  would  stand  in  mute  astonish- 
ment, gazing  on  a man  with  the  ugliest  face  they  had  ever  seen, 
but  with  the  best  replenished  mind  they  had  ever  encountered — 
a man  possessed  of  the  greatest  ability  to  employ  what  that  mind 
contained  in  refuting  their  high  pretensions,  and  exposing  the 
gross  absurdities  and  impure  morals  of  their  sacred  books.  On 
these  occasions  he  would  quote  largely,  memoriter^  from  the  Veds 
and  Perans,  giving  slokas  most  appropriate  to  the  point  in  hand, 
and  which  his  opponents  could  not  gainsay.  Then  closing  up  his 
arguments  on  that  side,  he  would  open  out  the  Gospel  plan  of 
salvation  with  a clearness  and  fulness,  backed  with  a “Thus  saith 
the  Lord”  from  the  sacred  Scriptures,  so  as  to  fix  every  eye  upon 
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him,  and  chain  the  audience  at  his  will.  Indeed,  I have  never 
seen  any  man  anywhere  who  had  greater  power  over  his  hearers 
in  this  respect.  So  long  as  he  spoke,  there  were  but  few  who 
could  leave  the  assembly,  while  many  would  gather  around  to 
listen  to  an  oratory  and  an  utterance  of  truth  to  which  they  had 
not  been  accustomed. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  month  he  accompanied  me  to  the 
Hurdwar  fair.  Day  by  day  he  spoke  with  his  accustomed  ability 
to  large  crowds  of  pilgrims.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  about 
sunrise,  he  accompanied  me  to  the  bazaar,  and  soon  put  to  silence 
the  host  of  objectors  that  surrounded  us ; nor  did  they  quit  the 
ground,  as  might  be  supposed,  when  overwhelmed  by  arguments 
they  could  not  answer,  but  remained  attentive,  often  looking  sig- 
nificantly at  each  other,  w^hen  their  arguments  were  being  swept 
away  like  cobwebs!  Between  eight  and  nine  o’clock  I left  him 
speaking  to  a dense  assembly,  and  returned  to  my  tent  for  break- 
fast. He  followed  shortly  afterwards,  but  before  sitting  down  to 
his  morning  meal,  he  proposed  to  the  other  native  assistants  to 
take  a bath  in  the  canal,  a swift  stream  near  our  camp,  and  running 
parallel  with  the  Ganges.  Some  of  the  others  seeing  the  violence 
of  the  torrent,  began  to  hesitate,  when  he,  in  his  usual  bold  man- 
ner, dashed  in  with  a design  to  swim  across,  but  the  force  of  the 
current  swept  him  along,  and  prevented  him  from  reaching  the 
opposite  bank.  He  was  seen  struggling  in  the  current,  about  half 
a mile  from  the  place  he  entered,  but  finally  he  sunk,  and  his  asso- 
ciates lost  sight  of  him.  On  bringing  the  news  to  Mr.  Woodside 
and  myself  in  the  tent,  we  ran  with  all  our  might  about  a mile  and 
a half  down  the  bank  to  a bridge  and  dam,  hoping  he  might  have 
been  caught  there  by  some  of  the  people,  but  nothing  was  to  be 
seen  of  him.  Having  offered  a reward  to  any  one  that  might  find 
the  body,  in  a short  time  it  was  discovered  below  the  dam.  We 
used  every  means  in  our  power  to  restore  life,  but  it  was  too  late. 
The  soul  had  gone  to  God  who  gave  it,  and  we  doubt  not  but  it 
was  received  by  that  Saviour  who  had  redeemed  and  sanctified  it 
by  his  precious  blood.  The  labors  of  that  morning  to  direct  blind 
idolaters  to  Christ  met  with  a speedy  reward.  Issachar  was  not 
only  a man  of  superior  talents  and  acquirements,  but  he  was  a true 
Christian,  in  whom  were  strikingly  developed  the  graces  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  He  was  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  Only  a few 
days  before,  he  was  received  under  the  care  of  Presbytery  as  a 
student  of  Theology,  and  delivered  an  excellent  discourse  in  Hin- 
doo, as  a specimen  of  improvement  in  that  study,  which  he  had 
been  prosecuting  informally  with  the  class  for  years  past.  I 
brought  the  body  home  with  me  the  next  day,  and  interred  it  in 
our  little  mission  burying-ground,  surrounded  by  the  weeping 
members  of  the  church,  and  many  others.  Even  the  heathen 
seemed  moved  by  the  sudden  death  of  one  they  so  highly  re- 
spected. His  labors  among  them  are  at  an  end,  but  their  results 
will  never  end.  He  was,  during  his  short  career,  the  means  of 
leading  souls  to  Christ.  He  has  died  in  the  prime  of  life,  aged 
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thirty-three  years.  His  removal  from  such  a field  of  usefulness, 
when  so  many  laborers  are  required,  and  when  he  was  so  well 
qualified  for  his  work,  is  one  of  those  mysteries  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence which  we  are  not  permitted  to  solve.  Doubtless  all  has  been 
ordered  in  infinite  wisdom,  and  that  ought  to  be  to  us  all  perfectly 
satisfactory.  J.  R.  C. 

Saharanpur,  April  20th,  1858. 


JANE  CRAWFORD. 

Departed  this  life,  August  31st,  1858,  Mrs.  Jane  Crawford, 
wife  of  Robert  Crawford,  of  Fayetteville,  Fayette  Co.,  Indiana. 

The  deceased  was  born  October  16th,  1801,  in  Venango  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  consequently  was  within  a few  weeks  of  being 
fifty-seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

In  1821  she  connected  herself,  by  a public  profession,  with  the 
Associate  Presbyterian  Church,  in  the  congregation  of  Unity,  then 
under  the  ministration  of  Rev.  Thomas  McClintock,  and  continued 
in  said  connection  till  her  removal  to  Indiana  in  1845.  There 
being  no  congregation  of  the  Secession  Church  in  her  vicinity,  she 
united  with  the  Reformed  Dissenting  Church,  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Rev.  Win.  Davidson,  on  the  disorganization  of  whose  pas- 
toral charge,  in  the  year  1849,  she  connected  herself  with  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Garrison,  under  the  ministry 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Heron,  and  continued  a consistent  member  of  said 
congregation  until  the  time  of  her  death. 

The  deceased  was  emphatically  “ one  of  the  excellent  of  the 
earth,”  and  has  left  behind  her  few  equals.  Having  “from  a child 
known  the  Holy  Scriptures,”  she  loved  the  Bible,  the  Sabbath,  the 
Sanctuary,  and  the  Prayer-meeting,  and  was  to  her  family,  and  all 
around  her,  “a  pattern  of  good  works.”  She  was  especially  noted 
for  a constant  cheerfulness  and  serenity  of  mind,  and  during  her 
long  and  trying  afiliction  (a  cancerous  affection  of  four  years’  dura- 
tion), no  murmur  of  fretfulness  or  impatience  was  heard  from  her 
lips.  Her  “anchor  of  hope  was  cast  within  the  veil,”  and  while 
there  was  nothing  in  her  exercise  that  could  properly  deserve  the 
name  of  rapture,  there  was  that  which  was  far  better,  viz.,  the 
settled  and  unwavering  confidence  which  enabled  the  Patriarch  of 
other  days  to  say,  “Though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I trust  in  Him.” 

Respected  and  beloved  by  all  her  neighbors,  who  waited  assidu- 
ously upon  her  during  her  last  painful  illness,  she  was  deeply  con- 
cerned for  their  spiritual  well-being,  and,  as  an  evidence  of  this, 
left  behind  her  a dying  request,  that  on  her  decease  her  pastor 
should  preach  to  them  a sermon  from  2 Kings,  20  : 1,  “ Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  set  thy  house  in  order,  for  thou  shalt  die,  and  not  live.” 
Her  request  was  complied  with,  and  the  large  assembly  that  fol- 
lowed her  remains  to  their  last  resting-place  evinced  how  highly 
her  memory  was  revered.  She  has  gone  to  her  rest.  May  the 
Lord  grant  that  the  influence  of  her  example  may  be  felt  and  ex- 
hibited by  those  whom  she  has  left  behind.  H. 
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